THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE/GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, April 10th, 2008

Commencement:  10:10 a.m.

Adjournment:  11:47 a.m.

Present:


Reeve Jim McMahon





Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch





Councillor at Large Peter Oyler





Councillor Lisa Schell





Councillor Barbara Reid





Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Regret:


Councillor Bill Obee

Staff:



CAO Gerry Morrison





Deputy Clerk Laura Cunliffe




Treasurer Mary Jane Irwin

Fire Chief Doug Schell

Road Superintendent Kevin Hill

Director of Community Services Rick Cox

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.


Res. #08-19

Lisa Schell – Peter Oyler

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the agenda for the Committee of the Whole/General Council Meeting of April 10th, 2008.


Carried
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST


None declared.

DELEGATIONS

a)
Derrell Stamp – Wagon Wheel Motel Property

Mr. Stamp attended before Council advising he was attending on behalf of the owners pursuant to a letter sent by Greg Bishop in regards to the current and proposed use of the Wagon Wheel Motel property.  Mr. Stamp set out the details that the new owner would anticipate to use the property and asked whether a rezoning was required.  The Reeve advised that he had a discussion with the Township Planner regarding the request, who advised that because the property was not being used as a “group home” he felt a rezoning would not be required.  There is no paid staff.  The family (with 4 disabled foster children) would be using the dwelling for themselves, including the restaurant area, and would still rent out rooms located at the rear, as well as the cabin(s) on the property, for additional income.  The building would need to be retrofitted, pursuant to provincial guidelines, for their purposes.
Council felt, based on the information received, that the current zoning of the property was sufficient and they advised that a letter would be sent to the new owners alleviating their concerns.

Planning Administrator

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Res. #08-20

Peter Oyler – Cheryl Murdoch

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the payment of accounts in the amount of $257,703.90.

Carried

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS – Councillor Schell in the Chair

a) Road Report – March 2008

The report was received for information.
b) Memo from Road Superintendent re: 2008 Municipal Road and Bridge Infrastructure Investment
The Road Superintendent advised that Councillor Obee and he had met to review the Roads Needs Study and would be providing a memorandum for Council at their April Council meeting, with recommendations on projects to be undertaken with the newly acquired grant (cheque should be received in June).  Kevin advised that the projects submitted have already been researched and fall within the requirements under the grant criteria.  This matter is deferred to April Council.

Road Superintendent

c)
Memorandum from Road Superintendent re two new pick-up trucks

The Road Superintendent asked Council for the authorization to order two new pick-up trucks, as outlined in his memorandum.  He confirmed that one new truck was in his Roads Needs Study and the other was the truck that had recently been rolled and written off in a motor vehicle accident in early February.  Invitational tenders had been put out; however, only one tender was received from Ridgewood Ford.  A note had been sent in from Curry Motors in Haliburton, in answer to the tender, advising they were unable to tender due to a parts strike for GM trucks (this strike affects Dodge trucks as well).   The Ford dealership here in Minden is also owned by the same owner of the Lindsay dealership.
Recommendation  


That the Road Superintendent be authorized to order two 4x4 pick-up trucks pursuant to the attached memorandum from the Road Superintendent, in the amount of $62,527.42 including applicable taxes.
The Road Superintendent advised Council that the roads staff were working as hard as they could to keep up with the frost heaves in the road (potholes, flooding, etc.)  He further stated the way the snow/ice have been melting this spring, the problems change daily.  When asked, the Road Superintendent advised that there are plans this summer to do road improvements to Rackety Trail.

CULTURE, PARKS & RECREATION – Reeve McMahon in the Chair
a) The Director of Community Services discussed the Communities in Action Fund,    the program implemented by the Ministry of Health, encouraging physical activity to address obesity issues.  Mr. Cox asked Council for their continued support and authority to proceed with an awareness campaign in the community.  The Township received a grant for $1,000.00 with which Council had supported a survey be conducted of the residents in Minden Hills re physical fitness awareness.  The survey concluded that most of the residents in Minden Hills felt that they were active enough to be healthy.  Mr. Cox stated that more education needs to be done, and wishes to plan activities for the residents (and the youth in particular), wherein they can borrow equipment for various sports activities, provide a training opportunity for the young adults to learn to coach, build some youth programs within the Township, etc.  By providing the sports and coaching skills to the youth, this will help in encouraging the younger generations to participate in sports and this will also help high school students earn their required 40 hours of volunteer time.

Recommendation  


That the Director of Community Services be authorized to proceed with an awareness campaign in the community

b)
Minden Hills Library Committee meeting Minutes of January 7, 2008 


Received as information.

c)
Memorandum from Cultural Centre Director re local art at Municipal Office

Recommendation  


That the Cultural Centre Director be authorized to proceed with investigating the placement of/selling of local art in the municipal administration building.
d)
Minden Hills Museum Policies

Councillor Oyler stated that the Clerk was requested to review these policies and stated she did a great job.

Recommendation  


That Policy Number 57 be approved.
e)
Minden Hills Cultural Centre Advisory Committee meeting Minutes of March 20th, 2008, revised Terms of Reference and Gallery Report

Councillor Oyler stated that these minutes should reflect they are “draft” Minutes.  Received as information.


A recommendation of Council on an item that had been omitted from the Agenda regarding the Official Grand Opening of the R.D. Lawrence Place is required i.e. the waiving of the tent permit fee.

Recommendation  


That Council approve the waiving of the tent permit fee for the Official Grand Opening of the R.D. Lawrence Place on April 22nd, 2008.
PROTECTION TO PERSONS & PROPERTIES – Councillor Ratcliff in the Chair
a) Fire Report – March 2008

Report received as information.

b)
By-law Occurrence Report – March 2008


Report received as information.
c)
Building Report – March 2008

Report received as information.
d) Memorandum from CBO re Seasonal Dwellings/Cottages
In the absence of the CBO (his attendance was required at another meeting with the Planner), this item was deferred to the April Council meeting.

Chief Building Official
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – Deputy Reeve Murdoch in the Chair

a)
Planning Department Report – March 2008

Report received as information.

b) Memo from Planning Administrator re:  Original Road Allowance between Lot 12, Conc. 10, and Lot 13, Conc. 11, Minden
c) Memorandum from Planning Administrator re: Transfer of Lease from Helen Watt to De Merchant – 12 Mile Lake Road

The Treasurer was asked what the lease arrangements had been previously with respect to b) and c) above.  She advised that the Township had been receiving minimal rent on one of the properties but not on the other.  Staff has been asked to investigate and bring back to Council the number of situations we have within the township similar to these.  Defer to May Committee of the Whole.

Planning Administrator
FINANCE/GENERAL GOVERNMENT – Councillor Oyler in the Chair

a) Policy No. 56 (draft) re Reporting of Accidents and Bodily Injury Accidents
Councillor Reid was concerned regarding aspects of this policy as it does not deal with the fire department and people that are on township time attending meetings, seminars, etc. in their own vehicles.  Councillor Oyler advised her that this is set out on a separate policy.  Council asked that the clerk make reference to the respective policy within Policy No. 56.     The Fire Department is exempt from this policy.  The clerk is asked to bring this policy, as amended, back to the April Council meeting.
Clerk
PERSONNEL – Deputy Reeve Murdoch in the Chair


Nil.

DRAFT BY-LAW(S)

Deferred.
CLOSED SESSION


Res. #08-21

Peter Oyler - Lisa Schell

Pursuant to Section 239 of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, be it resolved that the next part of the meeting be closed to the public.  The subject matter being considered is regarding personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees.  (10:45 a.m.)

Carried


Res. #08-22

Rick Ratcliff – Cheryl Murdoch

Be it resolved that Closed Session be adjourned and Open Session resume. (11:45 a.m.)

Carried


Res. #08-23

Barbara Reid – Peter Oyler

Be it resolved that direction(s) given in Closed Session be approved.


Carried

Recommendation:


That Council unanimously agrees and recommends that an increase for Council’s salary be at par with the recent CUPE Contract for union staff, for the duration of the CUPE contract. 
ADJOURNMENT


Res. #08-24

Cheryl Murdoch – Barbara Reid


Be it resolved that the Committee of the Whole/General Council Meeting of April 10th, 2008 be adjourned.


Carried

_______________________________

Head of Council

______________________________

Clerk
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