THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE/GENERAL COUNCIL

Thursday, April 9th, 2009

Commencement:  9:20 a.m.

Adjournment:  12:25 p.m.  

Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Regrets:

Councillor Barbara Reid

Staff:


CAO Gerry Morrison




Clerk Cheryl McCarroll

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.   The Reeve asked that members of Council make use of the sound system.

Res. #09-19
Lisa Schell – Bill Obee

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the agenda for the Committee of the Whole/General Council Meeting of April 9th, 2009.


Carried

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST


None declared.

DELEGATIONS

a) John P. Gallagher & Greg Knight re:  Severance – Sam Lake

Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Knight discussed a request to create a new lot on Part Lot 19, Concession 5, Lutterworth on Sams Lake.  They noted the lot is proposed to have approximately five acres and over 300’ of frontage.  They further noted that access is over the existing private road that currently services the lot.  
A memo from the Township’s Planning Administrator and a report from the Township’s Planner, EcoVue, were distributed in the Council packages.

Mr. Gallagher discussed the severance of the property in 2005 and noted that they were limited to three severances plus the retained parcel and advised that the County Official Plan now allows for four severances plus the retained lot.  Mr. Gallagher further discussed waterfront policies and environmental issues and constraints.  He noted the subject lands are zoned SR-12.  He stated that an environmental study had been done and was prepared to have an addendum to the report should the application be successful.

Mr. Knight stated that the severance fits every other requirement.  When questioned about further severances, Mr. Knight stated that there are no other lands owned by the applicant that fit the requirements for size and frontage and confirmed that this would be the last lot developed.
Council noted their concerns from 2005 when the original severances took place but noted the changes to the Official Plan.

b) Greg Bishop re:  Hartwick Severance (Condition for Road Widening)

Mr. Bishop discussed the severance of Part of Lot 14, Concession 10, geographic Township of Snowdon, that has now merged on title with the adjacent parent property next door.  He provided the history of the property.  He noted that due to the consent stamp being placed on Part 2 of the Plan, it had caused Part 1 of the Plan to merge on title with the original retained lands.   Mr. Bishop advised that when the property was put up for sale, the problem was discovered and thus the need for a “technical severance” to allow the parcel to again stand alone to prevent further expense to Ms. Hartwick.
It was noted that the file was approved at the March 26th, 2009 Council Meeting, but noted that Mr. Bishop was requesting that the condition concerning road widening be reconsidered.

c) Judy Coward, OMAFRA re:  Ontario Main Street Program
Ms. Coward provided information concerning the OMAFRA initiative, Main Street Ontario Program.   She noted: the program combines:

· Technical assistance (coaching and training to support market analysis, developing an action plan and identifying new business opportunities

· Funding for project implementation to:

· hire a downtown revitalization coordinator

· develop new marketing initiatives

· identify business development strategies and

· implement downtown revitalization projects

· Province-wide Community Network

· For sharing expertise

· Highlighting success stories

· Providing solutions to common challenges in downtown revitalization

It was noted that funding matched to 50% of eligible project costs to a maximum of $150,000 over three years per project is available.  Eligible costs were reviewed 

Ms. Coward provided information concerning the pilot projects undertaken in Havelock and Omemee and successes realized in Stirling. 

Ms. Coward advised that if the Township is interested in participating in the program, an Expression of Interest is due May 5th, 2009, with full applications due June 23rd, 2009.

Council directed that the program information be discussed by Department Heads at their next meeting with a recommendation for the April 30th Council Meeting.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Res. #09-20
Bill Obee – Cheryl Murdoch

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves accounts in the amount of $428,190.04 for payment.


Carried
ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC WORKS – Councillors Obee and Shell in the Chair

a) Road Report – March 2009

The Chair discussed the recent flooding and advised that as of this morning there was no water over any of the Township’s roads.  He noted that approximately $20,000 had been spent this past weekend in road work/repairs due to the flooding.  Evacuation in Irondale was also discussed

It was noted that water was roaring over the dam on the Gull River and Salerno Lake was reported to be 16’ above its normal level.

Council was advised that notices advising of potential flooding had been delivered to residents along Water, Invergordon, Anson and Orde Streets.  Sand bags and the delivery of loads of sand in low lying areas were noted.

The report was received for information.

b) Bobcaygeon Road and Parkside Street

Considerable discussion took place with regards to a letter recently received from Ms. R. Shaw:

· Council clarified that they have reduced the speed on Bobcaygeon Road to 40 km, have passed the by-law designating Bobcaygeon Road from the Bridge to the Cemetery as a Community Safety Zone and have requested increased OPP presence and enforcement.  It was further noted that the Township hired their Engineers to report on the intersection and the Township has done everything the report recommended including signage

· Location has been re-visited and results regarding traffic volumes, speed and turning noted

· Further measures may be needed but Council members do not support a three-way stop (noted that a petition is being circulated) 

· number of rolling stops noted on Parkside Street 

· Councillor Oyler is the liaison with the school’s parent council and was directed to meet with them to further discuss the situation (Council’s responsibilities and alternate suggestions  i.e. crossing guard, lighted crossing, put up fence to contain children) etc. 

· Letter was received from individual parent not parent council

· Further reduction in speed (20 km) was discussed and questioned if this was possible under the Highway Traffic Act
Councillor Oyler was directed to contact the school’s parent council  and meet with them concerning the intersection if requested.
c) Memo from Environment & Property Operations Manager re:  Elevated Water Storage Tank

When questioned about the estimated costs, it was advised that the costs were within 10% to 15% of the total cost of the project and figures were not provided, should the project be tendered.
When further questioned, the matter was referred to Closed Session.
Recommendation:

That the Council of the Township of Minden Hills unanimously agrees to retain the services of D.M. Wills to provide oversight and consultant’s services for the elevated water storage tank and related work which is covered under the Building Canada Grant Funding.

CULTURE, PARKS & RECREATION
a)
Report from Director re:  Policy No. 13 – Request from SIRCH re:  Waiving of Fees for use of the Minden Community Centre

It was noted that SIRCH fits within the limits of the existing budget and it was suggested that this be added to the policy for consideration in the 2010 Budget.  

Recommendation:

That the Township of Minden Hills provide one free day of full auditorium rental to SIRCH for their Christmas Fundraiser from the remaining grants to organizations allocation and a second full day as long as the Santa Claus Parade activities are incorporated into the event and further that this event be added to Policy 13.
b)
Report from Director re:  Policy No. 13 – Request from Ducks Unlimited re:  Waiving of Fees for use of the Minden Community Centre


It was suggested that Council recommend support for 2009, but it was suggested that recommendation for 2010 would mean increasing the budget for grants to organizations.


Recommendation:


That the Township of Minden Hills discount the Ducks Unlimited Minden Chapter rental by $150.00 for 2009 and consider the Ducks Unlimited event in the Policy 13 allocation in the 2010 Budget.
c)
Rotary Club of Minden re:  Request to Designate Art in the Village as a Community Festival


It was noted this designation would result in a reduced rate for a liquor permit for the event.
Recommendation

That the Township of Minden Hills designate Art in the Park, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Minden, as a Community Festival.

d) Report from the Director of Community Services re:  Tender for the purchase of used trucks

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.
e) Memo from the Cultural Centre Director re:  Request to Waive Tent Rental Fees

When questioned why this item was on the agenda and not done “in-house,” the CAO advised that the number of requests had increased which will result in an increased work load on Parks and Arena staff.  The CAO noted that this item was discussed at Department Heads and advised of an internal in and out, expensed to the Cultural Centre and revenue to Parks & Arena to compensate for time spent.

Recommendation

That the Council of the Township of Minden Hills agrees to waive the tent rental fees for the events occurring on July 25th, August 5 – 16, September 12th, 19th and 26th.

PROTECTION TO PERSONS AND PROPERTIES – Councillor Ratcliff in the Chair

a) Fire Report – March 2009

The Chair was asked to investigate the difference between an alarm call and a false alarm call.  The increase in incidences was noted.  Questions were asked and answered regarding a March 6th fuel spill.

The report was received for information.

b)
By-law Occurrence Report – March 2009

Council raised the issue of how long the Township is going to wait to take action on some of the outstanding issues:  improper land use and clean and clear orders.  The cost for staff time and court costs was noted.

The report was received for information.
c)
Building Report – March 2009


When questioned about the budget targets, it was noted that a good portion of revenue was dependent on Canadian Tire proceeding.
The report was received for information.

d) Memo from CBO re:  International Building Safety Week

Council advised that they do not endorse motions for declaration but acknowledged the intent.
e) Memo from the CBO re:  Transient Traders By-law

Recommendation:

That By-law 08-73 be further amended:

2 iv)
a person selling goods as part of a community event approved by Council, provided that the person has the written approval of the organizers of the event

2 v)
a person whose name has been entered on the Assessment Roll in respect of business assessment for the current year

3. a local Haliburton County artist/artisan who is not exempted under Subsection 2 may obtain an “Occasion Licence” for a fee of $50.00 which will allow them to sell their goods for a one-time period, no greater than three consecutive days

4. a subsection be added which specifies the community events approved by Council to which Article iv applies

The CBO was thanked for an excellent report and the $50.00 per event charge was confirmed, noting the event could take place over three days.

f)
Letter form the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services re:  Congratulations for completing the Mandatory Emergency Management Activities

The letter was received for information and congratulations extended to the Fire Chief and staff involved.
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – Deputy Reeve Murdoch in the Chair
a) Planning Department Report – March 2009

Council again questioned old files and asked when they would be resolved and closed.   It was noted that there were various reasons for the 2002 Files, for example, one property was under Holding Zone provisions due to outstanding environmental reports and Site Plan Agreement for the operations of a trailer park.  Other situations such as ownership issues, current economic conditions, cost of required studies etc. were noted.  It was advised that inactive files are closed out after a reasonable length of time, and applicants are given notice that their file will be closed.
The Report was received for information.

b)
Memo from the Planning Administrator re:  SRA-09-01 (GOLDING) fronting Part Lot 15, Concession 8, geographic Township of Minden – Horseshoe Lake

Recommendation:

That the Council of the Township of Minden Hills direct planning staff to proceed with the processing of Application SRA-09-01 in accordance with established procedure under approved Policy No. 19, as amended.

c)
Memo from Planning Administrator re:  Application for Consent H-022/2009 (SONGDAY), Part of Lot 11, Concession 2, geographic Township of Minden

Recommendation:

That the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves Application for Consent H-022/2009, subject to the following conditions:

1) payment of the administration fee of $250.00 per application

2) all outstanding realty taxes to be paid in full

3) the severed and retained lots must meet the minimum lot standards in accordance with Zoning by-law 06-10

4) joint entrance approval is subject to the County of Haliburton

5) the final survey being approved by the Planning Administrator
d) Memo from Planning Administrator re:  SRA-08-08 (SAARIMAKI) – Canning Lake

A member of Council stated that Council does not change the lines as they would be drawn out and discussed a possible right-of-way being registered on the deed and referred this matter to staff for a report.
FINANCE & GENERAL GOVERNMENT – Councillor Oyler in the Chair
a)
Report from Treasurer re:  Council and Committee Remuneration for 2008


The report was received for information.

b) Report from Clerk re:  Draft Policy No. 60 – Accessibility – Customer Service Standards

Recommendation:
That the Council of the Township of Minden Hills consider a by-law to adopt Policy No. 60, Accessibility – Customer Service Standards at the April 30th Council Meeting.

PERSONNEL – Deputy Reeve Murdoch in the Chair

Nil.
DRAFT BY-LAWS
a)
09-40:

Adopt Estimates of Expenditures & Revenue

b)
09-41:

Temporary Use By-law – Garden Centre/Nursery


Discussion took place concerning the proposed by-law and Reeve McMahon stated that it is not the Township’s right to limit or restrict competing businesses.  Further comments included:

· Applicant must stop any development until approval is given to proceed

· Free enterprise discussed and it was noted that the passing of the by-law would allow the commercial use of the lands (by-law is a planning tool)

· It was clarified that this is not a temporary business but rather a temporary by-law  

c)
09-42:

Levy the Rates of Taxation for 2009

d)      09-43:
To execute a Contribution Agreement (OMAFRA) for Infrastructure Projects – elevated water tower

CLOSED SESSION

Res. #09-21
Bill Obee – Lisa Schell


Pursuant to Section 239 of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, be it resolved that the next part of the meeting be closed to the public.  The subject matter being considered is the security of the property of the municipality or local board.


Carried


Res. #09-22

Lisa Schell – Bill Obee


Be it resolved that the Closed Session adjourn and Open Session resume.


Carried


Res. #09-23

Bill Obee – Rick Ratcliff


Be it resolved that the direction(s) given in Closed Session be approved.


Carried


ADJOURNMENT


Res. #09-24

Lisa Schell – Bill Obee

Be it resolved that the Committee of the Whole/General Council Meeting of April 9th, 2009 be adjourned.


Carried
__________________________________

Head of Council

________________________________

Clerk
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