THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE/GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, October 9thth, 2008

Commencement:  9:00 a.m.

Adjournment:  12:03 p.m.

Present:


Reeve Jim McMahon





Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch





Councillor at Large Peter Oyler





Councillor Lisa Schell





Councillor Bill Obee





Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Regrets:


Councillor Barbara Reid

Staff:



CAO Gerry Morrison





Clerk Cheryl McCarroll
Fire Chief Doug Schell

Director of Community Services Rick Cox

Planning Administrator Elinor Kernohan

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

AMEND/ACCEPT AGENDA


Res. #08-31

Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell


Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the agenda for the Committee of the Whole/General Council Meeting of October 9th, 2008 with the following additions:
1) tender for hot mix asphalt – Riverwalk Pathway

2) winter maintenance agreement with the County 

3) e-mail addresses

Carried

CONFLICT OF INTEREST


Reeve McMahon declared a conflict with respect to cheque no. 16593 made out to McMahon Feeds for grass seed, as he is the proprietor.

DELEGATIONS 

a)
David Rayside re:  Request to impose boating restrictions for South Beaver Lake


David Rayside, Laura Hawthorn and Tracy McWatters provided a brief on proposed boating restrictions for South Beaver Lake.  Their discussion included:

· brief represents views of 75% of the lake property owners

· realize this is a complex process

· have liaised with Transport Canada to see what is required

· nasty conflict for small lake

· have explored alternate routes

· process requires access given to all to respond

· discussed security concerns

· no formal cottage association exists & therefore Township becomes the applicant

· group would like to work with Council 

· realize no proposal will have 100% support and Transport Canada does not require 100%

· proposal is to restrict horsepower and speed on the lake but realistically, cottagers may only choose one restriction – horsepower (10 horsepower motor)

Council asked what the group was doing to get responses from those who have not replied and Mr. Rayside replied that there is no requirement for 90% or 100%.  The question was repeated and it was noted by Mr. Rayside that they have encouraged the remaining cottagers to respond.  He stated that they are aware there will be opposition but stated that a formal restriction may help over time.  He noted the liaison with Transport Canada to see what fails and what succeeds.
Council questioned if this issue had been heard before and Mr. Rayside advised that it had been before Lutterworth Council.  Mr. Rayside stated that there was a real safety risk to swimmers, canoers and kayakers that would not go away.   When asked if problems took place in cycles, Mr. Rayside discussed a “new generation of kids” and stressed the impact on the lake if a seadoo lived on the lake.  
The Reeve advised the Clerk would contact Transport Canada and confirm the process and requirements for boating restriction regulations.
b)
Julie Jones re:  Cottage Fence


Ms. Jones requested an extension to the time limit, (Oct. 24th) imposed by Council by means of a registered letter, received September 29th.   She stated that the time limit was both unreasonable and impossible and cautioned Council that there are two sides to the story regarding the fence.  Further information provided by Ms. Jones included:
· time frame allows for only three more weekends to complete the landscaping work, noting family obligations for  Thanksgiving weekend and the weekend of October 18th  (both unreasonable and unfair)

· trying to complete another project that they feel must be completed or the materials will be stolen

· CBO initially gave a spring date for completion

· Landscaping plans discussed with CBO

· They are seasonal residents and do not come up in the winter

· Extreme landscaping (hauling from front to back yard) being done by neighbour which has increased the elevation and are experiencing septic tank run-off

· Discussed threats against the fence

· Questioned how a fence could be accurately measured
· Fence was built in good faith (style) and feel they are the victims, not the neighbours

· Panels that are too high, between the back and middle, are where the ground is too low and uneven

· Examples given of problems they are experiencing with neighbours (dust, extreme lighting, noise, cutting down of trees, dog excrement, need to lock outhouse, neighbours on deck and looking in windows or under the cottage, beer bottles from neighbour on their property, wood missing from woodpile, etc.)

· Pictures were circulated, showing dirt piles everywhere, removal of trees, shed imposing on Jones property, “no trespassing” signs, broken blocks placed in the water, 

Ms. Jones was asked to submit her correspondence and pictures to the Clerk.   The CAO advised that he had contacted the CBO and recommended that this matter be further discussed in Closed Session.  It was agreed that the October 24th deadline be waived and the matter further discussed in Closed Session.
ACCOUNTS


Res. #08-32


Peter Oyler – Bill Obee


Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the payment of accounts in the amount of $1,424,816.14 for payment.


Carried

ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC WORKS – Councillor Obee, Chair
a)
Road Report – September 2008


The report was received for information.
b)
Winter Maintenance Agreement with the County

The Reeve advised that the Agreement was approved at County Roads with a 6% increase.   A by-law will be presented at the October Council Meeting.
CULTURE, PARKS & RECREATION – Reeve McMahon, Chair

a) Report from the Director of Community Services re:  Proposed amendments to the Cemetery Fee By-law and the inclusion of a Cemetery Contract

The Director advised that these were housekeeping matters relative to an audit of the Cemetery Regulations Unit.  He noted that in addition to a deed, a contract for the transaction is also required.  He noted the fee adjustments to correct fees approved in error.  The Director advised of the Public Meeting to take place October 30th regarding the fees.   

Discussion ensued concerning:

· Storage fee for the vault questioned ($50 to zero dollars) and the Director replied that the vault is shared with another municipality (Algonquin Highlands) and noted that the $50 would not cover the administration involved

· Revenue from vault dependent on the number of deaths (this item was referred back to the Cemetery Board)

· Installation fee was increased as it will be easier to administer than the $.30 per charge per sq. in. (upright marker – care and maintenance)
b) Report from Director of Community services re:  Electricity price stability program enrollment

The Director provided a brief overview of the AMO/LAS program designed by and for municipalities.  He noted that the purpose of the program was to provide stability and predictability with regards to budgeting for hydro.  He further advised of the following:

· Program began two years ago and no municipality has left the electricity program, only the natural gas program

· May 2009, current regulated price structure will end

· Department Heads discussed the matter and feel savings will be realized for the street light account (2 to 3 cents/kw hr. during off hours vs. 5.9 cents – there are approximately 25 other accounts and some do not warrant inclusion 

· Unsure of what will happen regarding hydro costs once de-regulation takes place

· Billings and administration discussed

· Township’s profile discussed

· AMO/LAS bulk purchasing – like a co-operative, profit is routed back to them

· CAO confirmed that the consensus of Department Heads was to proceed with the street light account 

· Volatility of current economic conditions noted

· LED lights (retrofitting) noted

· County & Dysart are in similar position (receiving profile and presenting to Council)

Recommendation:

Council is prepared to enter into a contract for the street lighting account for a one year term – By-law to be presented at October Council.

c) Report from Director of Community Services re:  Tenders received for asphalting of the Riverwalk Pathway.

Tenders were received from:

Cottage Country Paving




$22.50/m2

Rosedale Paving Ltd





$24.00/m2

Fowler Construction





$28.36/m2

Discussion took place concerning:

· Total price = $36,000

· Reinforcement of the riverbank on the Water Street side of the River – failure of the gabion baskets ($10,000 budgeted for riverbank restoration and tree removal of which $8,000 has been spent on tree removal)

· Standard depth of mix – 2” of asphalt on top of six” base

· Director has been in contact with constituent re:  riverbank restoration

· Due to tight timelines, Council approved proceeding with awarding the tender with the official motion to be passed at the October Council Meeting

· Concern re:  hydro seeding – coming up today

Recommendation:

That the Township of Minden Hills contract with Cottage Country Paving for the asphalt for the Riverwalk pathway at their tendered price of $22.50/m2, subject to an acceptable reference check.
PROTECTION TO PERSONS & PROPERTY – Councillor Ratcliff, Chair
a) Fire Report – September 2008 

Questions were asked regarding fire at Dancey Road (Fire Chief advised of structural fire that rekindled and a meeting with Investigators).   Council noted that the Department had been especially busy throughout September.   County Rd. 21 at Conestoga Road was also discussed and the Reeve noted that there had been ten motor vehicle accidents at this location alone and advised that the County(Roads) has set aside monies to correct asphalt conditions, asap on County Rd. 21 and Blairhampton Road (oils surface when it rains).  He further noted work planned for the spring (milling machine) to correct aggregates coming through the pavement (like marble & water pools).

The report was received for information. 
b) By-law Occurrence Report – August & September, 2008
The reports were received for information.
c)
Building Report – August & September, 2008


The increase in dollar values for fees noted as good news and the reports were received for information.
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – Deputy Reeve Murdoch, Chair

a)
Planning Report – September 2008


The report was received for information.
b) Application for Consent, H-061/08, Part of Lot 5, Concession A, geographic Township of Snowdon (DEN BOK) – Howland Junction Road
The Planning Administrator circulated a memo making Council aware that a neighbour is concerned that species at risk may be present on the property, but advised that there had not been any formal written appeal.

The Planning Administrator advised Mr. Jewell, the agent, present, of the process, noting the Township’s resolution would be forwarded to the Land Division Committee after formal approval by Council, scheduled for the meeting of October 30th, 2008..

Recommendation:

That the proposal be approved subject to the following conditions:

1. payment of the administration fee of $250.00 per application

2. all outstanding realty taxes to be paid in full

3. the severed and retained lots must meet the minimum lot standards in accordance with Zoning By-law 06-10

4. this approval is granted as a correction of title

5. the lots must be serviced by an MOE or District Health Unit approved, on-site sewage disposal system

c)
Application for Consent, H-062/08, Part of Lot 14 & 15, Concession 8, geographic Township of Minden (NESBITT) – Reynolds Road


The Planning Administrator explained the application, noting the severed and retained portions


Recommendation:


That the proposal be approved subject to the following conditions:

1. payment of the administration fee of $250.00 per application

2. all outstanding realty taxes to be paid in full

3. the severed and retained lots must meet the minimum lot standards in accordance with Zoning By-law 06-10

4. the final survey being approved by the Planning Administrator

5. Confirmation from the Road Superintendent for the Township of Minden Hills, that the entrances are satisfactory and if not, that they be corrected to his satisfaction.

d)
Application for Consent, H-063/08, Part of Lot 8, Concession 1, geographic Township of Anson (BELL) – Big Bob Lake



Recommendation:


That the proposal be approved subject to the following conditions:

1. payment of the administration fee of $250.00 per application

2. all outstanding realty taxes to be paid in full

3. a deeming by-law may be required for Lots 23, 24, 25 & 26, Plan 178 under the Planning Act

4. Confirmation is required that the setback of the structures on Lot 26, conform to the new side yard setback in the SR zone, or minor variance approval from the Committee of Adjustment

5. the applicant shall be required to purchase the shoreline road allowance fronting the retained portion

6. the final survey being approved by the Planning Administrator

e) Memo from the Planning Administrator re:  Policy 45 Applications (Docks) OCC-08-02, OCC-08-03 and OCC-08-04 (KELLETT)

Recommendation:

That dock applications OCC-08-02, OCC-08-03 and OCC-08-04 by K. Craige Kellett be approved and staff authorized to prepare the licence agreement as per Policy 45.

f) Proposed Shoreline Road Allowance Closure and Sale – SRA-08-14 (WADDELL), fronting Part Lot 12, Concession 1, geographic township of Anson – Bob Lake
Recommendation:

That the Committee direct planning staff to proceed with the processing of this application in accordance with established procedure under approved Policy No. 19 as amended.

g) Proposed Shoreline Road Allowance Closure and Sale – SRA-08-13 (MENZIES), fronting Part Lot 28, Concession 6, geographic Township of Minden – Kashagawigamog Lake

Recommendation:

That the Committee direct planning staff to proceed with the processing of this application in accordance with established procedure under approved Policy No. 19 as amended.

h) Committee of Adjustment – Draft Minutes of September 29th, 2008 Meeting

The minutes were received for information.
FINANCE/GENERAL GOVERNMENT – Councillor Oyler, Chair

a)
Report from Clerk re:  Update of Activities

The report was received for information.
DRAFT BY-LAWS

a) Cemetery Contract By-law as previously discussed with Director of Community Services
b)
To Amend Schedule “G” Fees for Cemetery as previously discussed with Director of Community Services 

c) Transient Traders By-law

After discussing sections of the proposed by-law, Council requested the following:
a) increase yearly fee to $1000

b) delete sale of “wholesale” goods

c) insert “Ontario registered businesses only”

d) delete “one time” fee of $100

e) advise Mr. Acorn of the by-law upon it’s passing 

f) prepare by-law for Yard Sales

d)
LAS Electricity Procurement Program as previously discussed with Director of Community Services

e)
Commodity Price-Hedging Policy as previously discussed with Director of Community Services


Council recessed at 10:34 a.m. and reconvened at 10:45 a.m.
CLOSED SESSION


Res. #08-33

Lisa Schell – Peter Oyler


Pursuant to Section 239 of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, be it resolved that the next part of the meeting be closed to the public.   The subject matter being considered is personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees, litigation or potential litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, affecting the municipality and advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications necessary for that purpose.

Carried

Res. #08-34

Cheryl Murdoch – Rick Ratcliff


Be it resolved that the Closed Session adjourn and Open Session resume, (12:02 p.m.)

Carried

Res. #08-35

Cheryl Murdoch – Rick Ratcliff


Be it resolved that direction(s) given in Closed Session be approved.


Carried

Addition to Agenda

a)
E-mail Addresses

Council members discussed the new e-mail addresses set up for each of them and requested that these be deleted as they felt they did not need another e-mail address.  The CAO discussed the sending of confidential items to a home e-mail address and stated it looked more professional on the Township’s website for each Councillor to have a Township address.   Council instructed the CAO to have IT personnel “click over” e-mails to their home address.

ADJOURNMENT


Res. #08-36

Cheryl Murdoch – Rick Ratcliff


Be it resolved that the Committee of the Whole/General Council Meeting of October 9th, 2008 be adjourned.


Carried

________________________________

Head of Council

________________________________

Clerk
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