THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS
PUBLIC MEETING – Official Plan & Zoning By-law Amendment

OPA-09-01 & RZ-09-04 (JOHNSON)

Thursday, October 29th, 2009

Commencement:  9:04 a.m.
Adjournment:  9:07 a.m.

Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Regrets:

Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler

Staff:


Clerk Cheryl McCarroll




Planning Administrator Elinor Kernohan




CBO Ken Jones




Treasurer Lorrie Blanchard

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING


The Reeve advised that this was a public meeting held by Council under Section 34 of the Planning Act.  He declared the meeting open and advised that the purpose of the meeting was to consider an Official Plan Amendment and a Zoning By-law Amendment for Part Lot 3, Concession A, in the geographic Township of Minden by Mr. Michael Johnson.  
EXPLANATION


Ms. Heather Sadler, EcoVue Consulting Services Inc. advised that the proposed Official Plan Amendment was to change the land use designation of Part of Lot 3, Concession A of the geographic Township of Minden from Residential and Employment Lands to Employment Lands.  The proposed Zoning By-law Amendment was to change the zoning of the subject lands from the Residential Type One (R1) Zone to the Highway Commercial (C1) Zone.  It was noted that these lands were previously designated and zoned to permit employment uses, but the designation was changed when the current Official Plan for the Township of Minden Hills was prepared.  This change was brought to light in the spring of 2009, when the applicant applied for approval under  the Township’s Site Plan Control By-law to permit a commercial garden centre on the subject lands.  


Ms. Sadler advised that Council approved a Temporary Use By-law for the Garden Centre for the 2009 season and the applicant subsequently filed applications to re-designate the lands in the Official Plan and to rezone the subject lands in the Township’s Zoning By-law to permit employment uses, including the proposed garden centre.

 COMMENTS


Reeve McMahon asked the applicant if he wished to make any comments and Mr. Johnson replied that he did not have any comments at this time.


The Reeve asked three times if anyone wished to speak to the proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments.


Reeve McMahon asked three times if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments.


Reeve McMahon asked three times if anyone wished to speak in favour of the proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments.


Hearing nothing, the Reeve asked the Planning Administrator if she had received any written comments.  The Planning Administrator replied that she had received correspondence from the MTO.  She stated that the MTO had no objection to the proposed amendments but advised that permits may be required as they must ensure that the proposed use does not have a negative impact on Highway #35.

Reeve McMahon asked if members of Council had any questions and there were none.


Reeve McMahon advised that if the public wished further information, to please come forward and sign the information sheet on the table with their name, address and phone number.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further questions, the Reeve stated that this completed the Public Meeting process.  He advised that this item would be referred to the by-law portion of the October 29th, 2009 Council Meeting and would be discussed and considered along with all written and verbal submissions.

Reeve McMahon declared this portion of the Public Meeting closed.
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