THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES – To Amend Schedule D 

Fees & Charges By-law
Thursday, January 28th, 2010

Commencement:  9:00 a.m.

Adjournment:  9:04 p.m.

Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Staff:


Clerk Cheryl McCarroll




Treasurer Lorrie Blanchard




Road Superintendent Kevin Hill

CBO Ken Jones

Planning Administrator Elinor Kernohan

Env. & Property Operations Manager Peter Brown

Cultural Centre Director Daniela Pagliaro

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING


The Reeve advised that the purpose of the meeting was to receive public input regarding proposed changes to Schedule D of the Fees and Charges By-law with respect to Cultural Centre Programs & Facilities.


Reeve McMahon advised that notice of the public meeting was given in the local newspaper and on the Township’s website.


The Reeve advised that the Cultural Centre Director was present to explain the proposed amendments and to answer any questions.


Reeve McMahon then opened the meeting to the public for comment.


Reeve McMahon asked three times if anyone wished to speak to the proposed by-law.   


Hearing nothing, the Reeve asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the proposed by-law.


Ms. Margot Ziorjen, a member of the original Gallery Committee advised that the constitution stated that there was to be NO fee, ever.  She noted that the $2.00 fee may not make much of a difference and stated that some visitors donate more.   She said that people come far distances to visit and not all can afford a fee.


The Cultural Centre Director confirmed the original wish of Agnes Jamieson, to make it available to the public and the effect of charging a fee will not be known until the end of the year.

It was noted that the Cultural Centre is no longer just a gallery.

The Reeve asked three times if anyone wished to speak in favour of the by-law.

Hearing nothing, the Reeve asked if Council had any questions.

Discussion included:

· Some people used to donate $20 every visit and now they will not

· Constitution was established in 1980/81

· Donation jars already out with suggested amount

· Discussed fundraising initiative

· Discussion re: number of visitors and which segment of the Cultural Centre they visit (tracking)

Hearing nothing further, the Reeve advised that this completed the Public Meeting Process.  He noted that a by-law to amend Schedule D of the Consolidated Tariff of Fees & Charges will be referred to the by-law portion of the January 28th, 2010 Council Meeting.

Reeve McMahon declared this portion of the Public Meeting adjourned.

____________________________

Head of Council

___________________________
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