THE CORPORATION OF TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES – 
Thursday, May 13th, 2010

Commencement:  11:07 a.m.

Adjournment:  1:46 p.m.
Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon



Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Staff:


CAO Gerry Morrison




Clerk Cheryl McCarroll




Env. & Property Operations Manager Peter Brown




Treasurer Lorrie Blanchard

CALL TO ORDER

Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING


The Reeve advised that the purpose of the meeting was to provide information to the public and receive their input regarding:

· Amalgamation of the Lutterworth Pines & Minden Water Systems

· Water and sewer rates

· Funding of the Elevated Water Storage Tank Shortfall

PRESENTATION – Environment & Property Operations Manager


The Environment & Property Operations Manager reviewed a power point presentation which included:

· Thanked the public for attending – hard copy of the presentation was available at the door 

· Reports were prepared for Council to consider during Budget deliberations

· Important to provide the information contained in the reports to the public

Lutterworth Pines Water Treatment Plan
· Class II Water Plant, licensed by the MOE
· Portable generator, two drilled wells

· Project cost $850,000 – plant provides for disinfection, uranium removal, standby generator, underground water mains installed, two sampling stations - project included road works 
· Manager provided a detailed visual tour of the water treatment plant 

Minden Water Treatment Plant
· Fenced for security

· Also a Class II Plant, licensed by the MOE

Minden Sewage Treatment Plant

· Class II plant licensed by the MOE

· Discussed peak flows

· Two pumping stations

Lutterworth Pines Operations & Maintenance
· OCWA services required

· Regulations are more strict & aggressive post Walkerton

· Coverage required 24 hours/day, 7 days/week

· Mandatory courses are required for Operators (expense)

· Reviewed reporting requirements

Minden Water Tower

· Cannot transfer funding from one project to another

· No additional funds available from the Province

· Still attempting to meet with the Minister 

· Many other municipalities are experiencing tenders exceeding estimated costs

Fraser Rogers:

· questioned why the bid was $1 million over the estimated costs, the Manager replied that the Township’s Consulting Engineering firm (DM Wills) had outlined the reasons.  The Manager also noted that the tender has not yet been awarded and stated that cost savings are being investigated.  The Manager also advised that Phase I (road works) expect to come in under budget

·  the Manager discussed reservoir capacity and noted that there are water pressure problems throughout the village and current pressures do not meet ministry guidelines
Abby Xerri

· Questioned if a new water tower was the only option presented in the AE report for pressure problems.  The Manager replied that the decision to build a new elevated water storage tank was a Council decision and was the only option

· Stated that he had a report saying otherwise.  The Manager provided information re:  capacity, no pumping station required and noted operation of the tower will be quiet (diesel)
Paul Arteau

· Questioned how 200m3 could make a difference.  He stated that as a resident of St. Germaine Street their lives had been disrupted at quite a cost.  The Manager replied with information regarding the original design and options presented and Council had decided the best option

Councillor Barb Reid

· Questioned if the 1500m3 was in addition to the existing 1200m3 and the Manager advised that the original reservoir will be decommissioned
Councillor Bill Obee

· Discussed the higher elevation and it’s benefits

The Manager provided a picture similar to the proposed tower noting the style is typical of towers throughout Ontario

John Beattie

· Asked if the height portrayed in the picture was accurate.  The Manager replied it was not – noting the tower will be 18 ½ metres in height
Abby Xerri

· Asked for the costs and the Manager advised that the Treasurer would be providing financial information

PRESENTATION – Treasurer

· Thanked everyone for taking time out of their day – we appreciate your attendance (hard copy of the presentation was available at the door)
· Important for the public to know what it takes to maintain and operate the various systems 

· Noted that the Minden system is an aging system and there are significant costs to keeping up the system
Lutterworth Pines:

· Review of 2010 budget & 2011 estimated operating costs

· Discussed future replacement and contribution to reserves

· Noted project shortfall

· Concern of the municipality to put $ into reserve to replace the system 25 years down the road

· 29 users of the system pay a flat fee of $1,000 per year (not based on usage)

· Discussed the capital project, noting grant money, contribution from Reserves 

· Noted OCWA fees & operating costs (staff, chemical, supplies, utilities, etc.)
Gerry Rhome 

· Asked about OCWA’s operating costs 

· It was noted that the Manager and Operator are licenced but the Operator will be taking a medical leave of 6 – 8 months

Ross Warburton

· Questioned $6,000 for heat and the Manager advised that this was an estimate.  The Manager further noted that this is a brand new building with an R-17 value.  He discussed the electronic component.  Mr. Warburton asked if the public could see the actual costs and the Treasurer advised that this would be public information

Abby Xerri

· Asked if this expense was due to poor upkeep and the Treasurer replied no, and further advised that the Township would be operating a brand new system.  The Treasurer provided a scenario based on: estimated funding, municipal portion, investment required, return on investments, annual payment to reserves, operating costs, future reserves

Paul Arteau

· Discussed Minden Hills residents paying water rate plus monies for reserves and stated that Lutterworth Pines residents  should be required to do the same.  The Treasurer stated that this was a valid point.  She reiterated that there are 29 users of the Lutterworth Pines water system and advised that there is no ability to expand the system and there is no opportunity for growth

Ross Warburton

· Asked if the Government could over-rule Council’s decision and this meeting become null and void.  The Treasurer stated that she could not answer Mr. Warburton’s question.  Councillor Oyler stated that the Township has assumed the system.  Mr. Warburton discussed the City of Kawartha Lakes where the government stepped in and said amalgamate the systems.  The Treasurer confirmed that Kawartha Lakes does have an amalgamated system and the CAO advised that Kawartha Lakes amalgamated 21 water systems

Minden Water System:

· Treasurer provided figures based on a 3% rate increase in 2010.  She noted there are fees for OCWA services and wages and applicable benefits  for the Operator, Manager and summer student
Abby Xerri

· Questioned when this information was available to the public.  The Treasurer replied that this information was available as part of the budget process (line by line review)

· Stated that this was the first true opportunity for the public to know this information
Gerry Rhome

· Questioned the water and sewer rates and the Treasurer advised that on a customer’s bill they will see water and sewer.  The Treasurer stated that the 210 sewer rates are based on a 3% increase.  She further discussed:  OCWA, budget for reserves, assistance to finance the water tower, provide for repairs and maintenance.

Elevated Water Storage Tank

· Original application was to Canada Build for $2.4 million (tower, consulting, engineering, and road work).  Treasurer noted that the cost of the land purchase was not an eligible expense.  Township’s share of the $2.4 million was estimated to be $800,000

Abby Xerri

· Requested a copy of the application which the Treasurer agreed to supply

Treasurer

· Noted that as a result of the tender price – there is a $1 million shortfall

John Beattie
· Questioned why there was a $1 million shortfall and the Treasurer replied that it was the actual cost of the tower – it was not due to engineering fees, or consulting fees

· Questioned why the cost went up

Councillor Reid

· Advised Mr. Beattie that there are only two suppliers and the suppliers have been inundated with requests for their product due to the Stimulus Program and this has increased their price.  When Mr. Beattie again questioned the price, Councillor Reid advised that the tower was concrete.  Mr. Beattie requested a detailed audit – specific statement regarding the $1 million shortfall.

Brigitte Gall

· Asked about meeting requested with John Baird and the Environment & Property Operations Manager stated that all municipalities are facing the same problem with tenders exceeding estimates.  He stated that every option is being investigated.  He noted that there are only two companies and Landmark submitted the lowest tender
Ross Warburton

· Asked if water towers were available in China and the Manager joked about shipping fees

Paul Arteau

· Stated that he found it hard to believe that there were only two companies in the Province supplying water towers

Councillor Reid

· Emphasized that the Township needs to purchase an elevated water storage tank and advised of time constraints due to the Stimulus Program.  She also advised of the increase in demand which has driven prices upwards

Paul Arteau

· Stated that an increase in demand should drive prices downward

Abby Xerri

· Asked if $1 of the $1 million shortfall was due to moving the tower from the preferred site.  The Environment & Property Operations Manager stated that he could not answer Mr. Xerri’s question.

· Stated that his question was straight forward and noted he had asked this question numerous times before and requested a detailed breakdown of the project costs
· The Treasurer advised that the Township had to move the tower
· Mr. Xerri persisted in asking why the Township had to move the tower, and what part of the $1 million was for changing the site. He discussed the EA report and said there were other documents and stated emphatically that he had the answer. 

· The Environment & Property Operations Manager stated that he and Mr. Xerri had talked about this on May 12th and had not obtained an answer for him at this time.  He discussed documentation from DM Wills which relates to soils issues 

· Mr. Xerri stated that he wished to ask the CAO and Reeve a question and the Treasurer asked Mr. Xerri what his question was.  He stated that it was the same question and has asked that it be addressed a number of times.   The Treasurer confirmed that the Environment & Property Operations Manager had told Mr. Xerri he would get him the information.  Mr. Xerri stated that he asked the question on May 12th and at other times and his questions have been ignored.  He asked why the response had not been given.

Treasurer

· Advised that staff were making every effort to bring the price down on the project.  She noted that the worst case scenario was being presented - $1 million shortfall and stated that it may be less.  She stated that the Township has to figure out how we are going to pay for the project i.e. debenture.  She reiterated that the Environment & Property Operations Manager would supply the figures and reasons for moving the tower.   The Treasurer further discussed the road works in addition to the tower 

John Beattie

· Asked how the Township is was going to get it and asked why we’re not attacking the makers of the tower, and further asked why the Township was paying without questioning.  The Treasurer stated that staff are asking questions and working very hard at cost reductions

Abby Xerri

· Appreciated that staff are making an effort to meet the budget but stated the fact remains that the CAO and Reeve had not answered his question if $1 of the shortfall was related to the moving of the tower.  He stated he was frustrated by his questions not being answered.  Again staff reiterated that the Environment & Property Operations Manager was going to get Mr. Xerri the information.
Joan Featherstone

· Asked to be educated, noted she had a problem with the $1 million shortfall and questioned the moving of the tower.  She stated that she did not understand why the tower location had been moved and asked why soils testing (inspections) weren’t done before.  She asked for insight regarding the moving of the tower.  She further stated that the public could not give proper and education  input without details

Abby Xerri

· Discussed the preferred site

Councillor Oyler

· Requested one speaker at a time and asked that we move forward with the meeting as Mr. Xerri has been assured that the requested information would be provided

Ross Warburton

· Commented that this was a public meeting and we pay your (Council & staff) wages

Councillor Oyler

· Requested order and decorum and that we move forward and that there not be debate between two members of the public  while staff are trying to make their presentation

Abby Xerri

· Asked how the public was to have input if they did not have the facts.  He suggested that another meeting be held, a meeting held at a time (evening) that the public could attend

Councillor Oyler

· Asked the Clerk to explain how and when today’s meeting was advertised.  The Clerk replied that the notice of the Public Meeting and Special Council Meeting had been advertised in the local newspaper for the past three weeks, had been posted on the Township’s website with a link to the Environment & Property Operations Managers report.
Abby Xerri

· Again requested the amount of money it cost re: decision to move the tower and reason why it was moved from the preferred site and stated he had those answers

Ivan Ingram

· Asked that Mr. Xerri share that information.  Mr. Xerri stated it was his position when to expose the information.  Mr. Xerri stated he wanted a simple answer to a simple question. 

Reeve McMahon

· Asked Mr. Xerri if he wanted the truth.  He stated that DM Wills had provided an estimate ($900,000) noting exclusion not included in the budget.  The Reeve reiterated that the Consultant missed the exclusions amounting to $1 million

Abby Xerri

· Again questioned the shortfall

John Beattie

· Stated that the consultant should be held responsible

Councillor Schell

· Asked if moving of the tower was phase 1 and the Environment & Property Operations Manager discussed the road work  being part of phase 1, which may come in under budget

Reeve McMahon

· Stated the location of the tower was moved due to the results of soil tests 
Abby Xerri

· Discussed the impact of moving the tower and discussed the preferred site. He further discussed the road – implying it was built to accommodate potential development and was not an access road.  He asked if there was a cost to the lot owner
Councillor Obee

· Discussed negotiations with the land owners and stated that sometime negotiations don’t involve just money
Abby Xerri

· Stated that the report clearly shows three potential site locations and emphasized that the first site was the preferred site and the stated that the current site accommodates the land owner

Ross Warburton

· Mentioned expropriation of lands and stated that now the public was being asked to carry the financial burden

Councillor Schell
· Stated there is no development at the top of the hill

John Beattie

· Stated Council has had no consideration for the people that live at the bottom of the hill

Abby Xerri

· Further questioned future development

Councillor Oyler

· Reiterated that there is no development

Councillor Schell, Councillor Reid, Councillor Ratcliff

· Further discussed future development 

· This exercise is not being done to accommodate future development 

· Negotiations involved give and take with the owner 

· Township settled on equitable price that was fair to the taxpayers

· Road could be expanded for future development if the landowner wishes to develop same

· We need the water tower to support and maintain development in the Town

· When site was evaluated the soil was found to be unstable – the current site is a more viable location for the water tower

· Council was told the tower had to be moved for that reason 

· This is a win-win situation 

· Canadian Tire will not come until we have the tower 

· Other alternatives (mechanical system involving pumps) were presented at the Open House in 2006 

· In Council’s opinion, the water tower is more cost effective option  as mechanical pumps could break down and need replacement 

Sandra Bradley

· Stated that she lives at the bottom of the hill and noted that the road had been widened and discussed a fire hydrant being located at the top of hill.  She asked why the tower’s location was moved from point A to point B

Councillor Ratcliff

· Environment & Property Operations Manager will get the information regarding the moving and noted the road was widened to build a better road 

Environment & Property Operations Manager

· Discussed the new water main and noted with regards to fire hydrants, significant standard spacing (120m) is required for fire protection.  He said installation of the hydrant at the top of the hill would prevent digging up the road at a later date and also advised that it was cheaper to install now.  He also discussed main breaks and flushing programs

Reeve McMahon

· Advised that a Public Meeting was held back in 2006 and for three hours only Council Members and the Consultants were present, no one from the public attended the meeting.  He stated that mapping, and road work, etc. had all been available at the Public Meeting

Joan Featherstone
· It hurts to look at taxes and water bill

· There is a problem – Township is asking for input but all the information is not available to the public 

Abby Xerri

· Stated that the project is not what is being presented

Paul Arteau

· Area residents have been subjected to noise and construction from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

· Everyone knows the soil is as hard as granite 

· We all know there is bedrock 

Reeve McMahon

· Asked that the Treasurer continue with her presentation

Treasurer

· Worst case scenario is being presented - $1 million shortfall

· Debentured over 25 years = $60,000/year

· Options:

· Increase all rates by 13%, 3% for operating and an additional 10% for debenture

· Phase in the increase required to come up with the debenture over five years (increase rate by 3% + 2% for debenture in 2010)

· Stressed this is not taxes – it is sewer and water

· Approximately 500 users on the Minden system

· When the Township has to make a debenture payment we will have to go to reserves in years one and four

Ross Warburton

· Stated he owns three rental houses

· Asked how much is in the water reserves.  
Treasurer

· Treasurer stated that the estimated water reserve for 2010 is $500,000 and $800,000 in reserve for sewers.
· under option two, 2% increase would be building for the debenture, and further noted it is a more flexible option
· Trying to save money

· Don’t know the end result

· Have to replace reserves

· It is an aging system

Ross Warburton

· Asked why there wasn’t a meter on the public water tap and further asked if water for fire trucks was charged 

· Further asked if figures added up 

Councillor Schell

· Discussed and suggested a user pay system for the tap two years ago

· Township would realize revenue if metered

Environment & Property Operations Manager

· Water is metered out at the plant and can account for numbers

· Don’t charge fire trucks for protection services

· Advised that other municipalities do charge at the public tap and realize a lot of revenue i.e. $.25 for 4 litres – tap stops at 4 litres

Ross Warburton

· Discussed flushing of the system and the Environment & Property Operations Manager discussed the Certificate of Approval – flushing and maintenance program
· Questioned if at the end of the day the water meters add up – Environment & Property Operations Manager discussed investigations and noted an incident where someone had stolen water out of a hydrant over-night

· Stated that the water tap smells of chlorine – the Manager advised that the system was not flushed last fall but noted it will be flushed twice this year

· Expressed appreciation to Council for a good meeting

Joan Featherstone

· Asked if there was $1.3 million in reserves why that wasn’t being allocated to help pay for the $1 million shortfall.  The Treasurer explained option two in detail

· Stated that she pays too much now for water and to pay more will hurt

· Reiterated that the Township should use some of the reserves towards the shortfall

Councillors Schell, Reid, Ratcliff & Oyler

· We have to retain a level of reserves 

· $1.3 is a drop in the bucket compared to the cost of replacing an aging plant, major water main break, etc.  

· Stressed that it would cost a lot of money to replace a system that the users rely on – system is 40 years old

· Toronto has implemented an 8% increase for the next four years

Joan Featherstone

· Toronto infrastructure has not been look at for over 100 years

· Questioned if there was a budget line for maintenance and the Manager confirmed there was

Councillor Reid

· Worst case scenario being presented

· Tower needed for Canadian Tire and other commercial development to add $ into the pot – will shorten replacement time – cannot attract new development without the new water tower
Joan Featherstone

· Spoke to many people - they unaware of today’s meeting – Clerk reiterated the advertising for today’s meeting

Abby Xerri

· Requested when the findings were made re:  bad soils and the Manager advised long before he arrived here

Julie Klochkoff

· Asked if the increase in water was for the whole Township or only users of the system and she was advised just the users of the system

· Noted she had a private well

· Treasurer noted the approximately 500 users of the Minden system and again reviewed the phase in feature of option two

Gerry Rhome

· Questioned the combined water and sewer increases

· Stated that amalgamation of the water systems would cause a huge increase and stated he was sorry for the residents of Lutterworth Pines – noting many people are retired and on fixed incomes 

Nora Pasley

· Asked if we paid the consulting company considering the impact of not including the exclusions - stating this was gross negligence 

· Asked if we still use them and stated we should not be paying them for their error
Abby Xerri

· Requested the process for the final location 

· Discussed meeting with former Environmental & Property Operations Manager and DM Wills and the land owner re:  land behind the existing tower 

· Tower site was changed and now there is a $1 million shortfall 

· Stated officials including engineers were lying and requested resignation of Reeve and CAO - take responsibility for the shortfall

Nora Pasley

· Discussed the steps from original design, preliminary design, drawings, to the complete package, noting the estimate was made two years ago
· Asked if we still use Engineers and how much is the Township paying them

Reeve McMahon

· Consultants have been retained for the duration of the project

Treasurer

· Advised the cost of the design work was $115,000

· Construction administration (for being on site and managing the project) = $173,000

Nora Pasley

· That’s a lot of money for a “boo boo”

Joan Featherstone

· Stated she was confused as to whose fault it was that engineer did not include exclusions – the Reeve stated it was a combination of both the builders and engineers fault

Deputy Reeve Murdoch

· Noted she had great sympathy for the people living in proximity to the tower – however, this was a good thing for Minden 

· Stated it was well and good to blame consultants but the question is what do we do now – part way through the project 

Abby Xerri

· Complained that of all the phone calls he made to members of Council, only one replied, Councillor Reid.  Councillor Schell stated that she had phoned and advised of a potential conflict (legal matter)

Ed Litwin

· Discussed Walkerton and asked who was liable – Environment & Property Operations Manager stated that the owner of the system is liable as well as the Operator ($5,000 does not relinquish municipality’s liability)
Abby Xerri

· Again brought up the issues of engineering and soils testing – and the Manager again said he would do his best to provide Mr. Xerri with the requested information

Treasurer

· Discussed Lutterworth Pines re:  plan for the replacement of the system

· Option two mitigates – not such a huge hit 

· As Treasurer does not like to increase rates 

· Will do the best she can to save even $10

Nora Pasley

· Thanked Council for a good meeting – information was hard to swallow but the presentations were good and it was a very interesting meeting

Abby Xerri

· Stated there were outstanding issues and asked if there would be a second meeting – evening or weekend – that people wouldn’t have to take time off work to attend

· Advised that he had missed medical tests  today – stated that today’s daytime meeting was inappropriate

Councillor Oyler

· We have held a public meeting and gone through the public process

· We will never please everyone re:  time of holding meetings

· Information will be provided by Environment & Property Operations Manager

· This part of the meeting is over and we have to move forward

· We are not holding the project back – there will be no further delay

· Manager will provide answers to your question

· The Reeve, CAO, Treasurer, Environment & Property Operations Manager and the Province of Ontario have all provided Mr. Xerri with requested information

Abby Xerri

· Declared that Councillor Oyler was making accusations against Mr. Xerri

Councillor Oyler

· Mr. Xerri knows the facts and yet continues to persist 

Abby Xerri

· Stated that he absolutely 100% supported the water tower and growth but questioned the way in which it has gone about

· Stated that the Township has supplied him with a lot of conflicting information re:  soil samples

Councillor Oyler

· Stated he disagreed with Mr. Xerri’s comment

Abby Xerri

· Need to be more informed

· Public has not seen all the documentation

· This presentation is the public’s first viewing 

· Stated he was being bullied and was not going to walk

· Discussed Part II Order – issues impact his property

Reeve McMahon

· Stated that Mr. Xerri was out of control and instructed Mr. Xerri to leave the room (Mr. Xerri did not leave)

Paul Arteau

· Stated that this would not be his last meeting and said he enjoyed the presentations
· Accused Council members of not paying attention – Councillors said they were listening to what was being said

Joan Featherstone

· Again asked why the Township did not have an evening meeting – has spoken to many people and they either did not know about the meeting or could not take time off from work to attend

Councillor Oyler

· Stated the process would not be delayed
· Evening meetings were held for years and no one attended 

Abby Xerri

· People have to work to pay taxes and should be given the chance for input

Reeve McMahon

· Stated Mr. Xerri was finished and had been asked to leave the Council Chambers

Councillor Oyler

· Reiterated that Mr. Xerri had been asked to leave the Council Chambers and asked for a recess

Joan Featherstone

· Stated Councillor Oyler should also be asked to leave the Council Chambers

Abby Xerri

· Said he had prepared a statement

Reeve McMahon

· Asked if Mr. Xerri’s statement contained any new information and if so why had he held it back.  Mr. Xerri replied that he chose when to share information with Council

Councillors Ratcliff, Schell, Reid

· Asked if there was new information, how much time Mr. Xerri would require and was the information related to the water tower

Reeve McMahon

· Stated that this “was it”

Abby Xerri

· Said that a lot of Council members do good work

· Read a statement accusing the CAO and Reeve of suppressing information from the MOE and further requested their resignation of their own volition
Councillor Ratcliff
· Questioned reserves

Councillor Obee

· Asked if we had enough for replacement of the who system if the Lutterworth Pines and Minden water systems were amalgamated

Treasurer

· Discussed the 5%

· Discussed incremental cost of operating and shortfall for 2010

Councillor Oyler

· Requested that the Treasurer repeat the amounts applicable if the systems were not amalgamated.  The Treasurer reviewed the amounts in detail

Nora Pasley

· Questioned the rates of Lutterworth Pines residents vs. Minden Hills residents and the Treasurer advised that it was to Lutterworth Pines residents advantage to install meters and go with a metered water system

Gerry Rhome

· Stated that Lutterworth Pines residents do not have a sewer system, only a water system.  Ms. Pasley stated she was not aware of this.   The Treasurer described the split as per 2009 rates

Ed Litwin

· Questioned if there would be development charges – a system to charge developers i.e. Canadian Tire to assist with the debenture.  The Treasurer advised that development charges relate to taxes and the Reeve advised that development charges were dropped as a means to encourage development 
Councillor Reid

· Asked that the Treasurer explain the impact the amalgamation of the water systems would have on the Village of Minden.  The Treasurer provided the financial implications

Reeve McMahon

· Advised that the Province ordered the Township to take over the Lutterworth Pine water system
Treasurer

· Noted that the Minden system has potential for growth – Lutterworth Pines does not 

· The Lutterworth Pines system was discussed in detail noting:

· Boil water advisory has been in place for residents for years

· Lutterworth Pines residents currently pay $1000/year for water

· New system installed in Lutterworth Pines at a cost of $850,000

· Do we put hardship on 500+ residents or all on 29 residents

· Unfortunately council inherited the Lutterworth Pines water system

Brigitte Gall

· Lutterworth Pines current system can only sustain 29 residents with no opportunity for growth and discussed maintenance and an unfair, heavy debt load, and asked at what point do you pull the plug

Councillors Reid & Schell

· Stated that the lots in Lutterworth are too small for individual wells and the Ministry ordered the Township responsible

Gerry Rhome

· Expressed concern re: amalgamating the two water system
· Asked what cost will be to individual households – where do we stand and how will it affect his pocket book

· Again the Treasurer advised of the financial implications

· Treasurer discussed consumption (a huge factor)

· HHHS is a large user and they are constantly trying to reduce costs

· Expressed a “nervousness” about amalgamating the water systems

Councillor Schell

· Asked the Environment & Property Operations Manager the approximate revenue that would be realized from a metered public tap.  He replied that the Township could be looking at $1,000’s

Abby Xerri
· $1.3 is a lot of money for replacement of the system – we pay major dollars

Joan Featherstone

· We have a little bucket

Abby Xerri

· Support the water tower but not the errors of the Engineers

Reeve McMahon stated that this completed the Public Meeting process.  The public input would be considered at the Special Council Meeting immediately following.

Reeve McMahon declared the Public Meeting closed.

_____________________________

Head of Council

____________________________

Clerk
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