THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, December 21st, 2009

Commencement:  11:03 a.m.

Adjournment:  12:58 p.m.

Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Staff:


Clerk Cheryl McCarroll




Treasurer Lorrie Blanchard




Environment & Property Operations Mgr. Peter Brown




Fire Chief Doug Schell

Others:

MMAH, Penny Sharman




MMAH, Christopher Gleeson




EMO, Ernie Hills

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

Res. #09-358
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell


Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the agenda for the Special Council Meeting of December 21st, 2009.


Carried

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST


None declared.

DELEGATIONS

a)
Penny Sharman & Christopher Gleeson re:  Emergency Assistance


The MMAH Advisors presented the following information regarding the Ontario Disaster Relief Assistance Program:

· Caution to seek a legal opinion 

· Myths vs. realities

· Responsibility for Disaster Financial Assistance

· Guidelines for Financial Assistance (natural or non-natural disaster, magnitude of disaster, unforeseen & unbudgeted by the municipality, incremental costs attributed to the event, financial capacity of the municipality)

· ODRAP Program – purpose, eligibility (private vs. public), camps and cottages are excluded (does not guard income property)
· Who are the Players?  (MMAH has spoken to MPEB re:  Minden Hills snow event 
· How to access ODRAP (resolution within 14 working days – to be supported by documentation outlining costs

· Required documentation – send in supporting documentation as to why it was a “big deal” – recommended to take advantage of the 14 days as some damage may be hidden
· Role of the municipality – resolution and damage report + documentary evidence
· Creation of a Disaster Relief Committee (private damages only – local fundraising discussed = 2:1) up to 90%.  Discussed 2% to 4% of own property taxation.  Will look at previous FIR’s and consider if the event costs exceed the municipality’s ability – will look at the whole picture and there are no guarantees
· Role of the Province (Minister will consider cause and extent of damages relative to the financial resources/capacity of the municipality) & assess the scale of and need for disaster assistance
· Explained the Provincial Disaster Assessment Team 

· Contact Information

· Provided examples of specific, past disasters

The MMAH representatives further discussed:
· Ensure a high level of confidence that the municipal figures are solid

· Will work closely with Council and staff

· Municipality must decide whether request for assistance is for private and/or public

· Know the ballpark figures provided are not final 

· If event spills over into another municipality – they must pass their own resolution but the application can be coordinated

· Local municipality most impacted – not the upper tier

· Upper tier may incur cost and this is generally billed to the lower tier as an incremental cost

· Resolution should specify or provide description of area affected (entire municipality or specific area)

· Provide a description of the event i.e.  Environment Canada Report  or Radar Tracking

· MMAH has to justify project decision (audit)

· Municipality has to make their case to MMAH

· When asked for a sense of costs it was stated that $150,000 to $180,000 in costs may be incurred

· Clarified 14 days (does not include Stat Holidays, weekends, and the first day of the event (10th) does not count)  
· Go to insurance company first

· MMAH Reps stated that most of our incremental costs relate to outside contractors, volunteer Fire Department employees & over-time hours, as there was not damage to infrastructure – but mainly lots of road clearing

· Any building damage should go through insurance company first

· MMAH Rep stated that $150,000 to $180,000 exceeds 50% of snow- clearing budget for 2006, 2007 & 2008
· Effect on 2010 Budget discussed

· Advised of the Special Assistance Grant (Fund) – may not qualify for ODRAP but still need financial assistance

Res. #09-359
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell

Be it resolved that whereas the Township of Minden Hills recently experienced a severe winter snowfall on December 10th & 11th, 2009, the Council of the Township of Minden Hills hereby requests the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing to declare the Township of Minden Hills a “disaster area” for the purposes of the Ontario Disaster Relief Assistance Program (ODRAP) for public purposes only;

And further, if applicable, that the Province consider a Special Assistance Grant for the Township of Minden Hills.

Carried
Council recessed at 12:12 p.m. and reconvened at 12:17 p.m.
CORRESPONDENCE

a)
D.M. Wills re:  Water Supply System


When questioned regarding changes to the servicing contract portion, the Environmental & Property Operations Manager discussed:
· Kelletts agreement (costs for the road, water & sewer) for potential future development

· Road is to be to municipal standards – high float or asphalt not gravel road

· Services are going up the road

· When the change of scope was questioned, the Reeve advised that Council agreed to the servicing for future development 

· Does not include utility hook up (Kellett’s responsibility)

· When questioned, the Manager advised he is confident that work will commence the first week of January 2010 – clearing the roadway and tower site
· When questioned about the completion date, the Manager replied that ideally it would be Fall 2010, but is dependent on weather and contractors – could be Spring 2011 completion

CLOSED SESSION

Res. #09-360
Lisa Schell – Peter Oyler

Pursuant to Section 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, be it resolved that the next part of the meeting be closed to the public.  The subject matter being considered is personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees. (12:21 P.M.)

Carried

Res. #09-361
Barbara Reid – Rick Ratcliff

Be it resolved that Closed Session adjourn and Open Session resume. (12:57 p.m.)
Carried

Res. #09-362
Barbara Reid – Cheryl Murdoch


Be it resolved that direction(s) given in Closed Session be approved.

Carried

CONFIRMATORY BY-LAW


Res. #09-363
Barbara Reid – Rick Ratcliff


Be it resolved that the following by-law be read a first, second and third time, passed and signed and the Corporate Seal attached thereto:


By-law 09-116, being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of Council at its Special Meeting held December 21st, 2009.


Carried


ADJOURNMENT


Res. #09-364
Barbara Reid – Cheryl Murdoch


Be it resolved that the Special Council Meeting of December 21st, 2009 be adjourned.


Carried

______________________________

Head of Council

_____________________________

Clerk 
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