THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

INAUGURAL COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, December 6th, 2010

Commencement:  7:00 p.m.

Adjournment:  7:46 p.m.

Attendance:
Reeve Barb Reid



Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Larry Clarke




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Brigitte Gall




Councillor Ken Redpath




Councillor Jean Neville

Also Present:
Clerk Cheryl McCarroll



Treasurer Lorrie Blanchard



Master of Ceremonies Inspector Tammy Rea



Piper Brian Sachs



Rev. Max Ward




Municipal Staff and Interested Public

Call to Order


The Clerk called to order the fourth Inaugural Meeting of the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills at 7:00 p.m.   
Piping in of the Council Elect


Piper Brian Sachs piped the Council Elect into their Inaugural meeting.

Singing of O Canada


All present joined in the singing of O Canada.

Master of Ceremonies


The Treasurer introduced Tammy Rea as Master of Ceremony for this evening’s meeting.  

Introduction of Newly Elected Council


Tammy Rea introduced the members of the newly elected Council.  Dignitaries Barry Devolin, MP, and Rick Johnson, MPP passed on their regrets that they were unable to attend as they were both sitting in session, but forwarded their congratulations to the newly elected members of Council.  Warden Dave Burton was also introduced.
Invocation


Rev. Max Ward, Minden United Church, offered the Prayer of Invocation.

Declaration of Offices


Clerk Cheryl McCarroll administered the Declarations of Office for the Reeve and members of Council.

Reeve’s Inaugural Address


The Reeve presented her Inaugural Address, which included:

· Change in economic conditions from 2006 to current day reality
· Municipalities facing significant challenges - costs are increasing and tax payers are struggling

· Municipalities must provide essential services – services required by all residents
· Need to support services that bring our community together (Cultural Centre, arena, community centres, parks network)
· Township has enjoyed the benefits of Federal and Provincial grants (RD Lawrence Place, new library, Riverwalk trail, new snowmobile bridge, new water tower to facilitate development and growth

· Next four years will be different – Federal & Provincial levels will be hard pressed to continue offering grants due to record deficits

· New Council is committed to making an active effort in the area of economic development – help existing business thrive and attract new business

· Ensure the most efficient use of tax dollars

· Make the municipality financially sustainable

· Reach out and engage all members of the community – permanent and seasonal – there are great ideas, experience and community spirit in the municipality

· Township has experienced and capable staff working together with a new Council
Remarks from Council Members

Councillor Lisa Schell
· Thanked the community for re-electing her

· Has done her best for the past four years and will continue to do so

· Expressed her pleasure at seeing the Council Chambers at capacity and encouraged those present to attend regular Council Meetings

Councillor Brigitte Gall

· Stated that she was humbled by this moment and for being given this opportunity

· Stated being on Council would be similar to being married to a large extended family and also likened the responsibilities to those of a first job

· Noted that she was looking forward to getting to know staff

Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch

· Stated that this was her third term of Council

· Emphasized that the community was fortunate to have such great volunteers

· Acknowledged municipal staff

Councillor at Large Larry Clarke

· Humbled by the trust of the community

· Will work hard to increase the prosperity of the community – making a better life

· Expressed appreciation for the confidence shown in the new Council

· Will work hard to earn the community’s respect

Councillor Jean Neville

· Thanked the people of Snowdon for electing her and expressed appreciation in allowing her to serve

· Thanked the past Reeve and Council for the amazing accomplishments

· There will be a big learning curve

· Looking forward to this Council accomplishing great things

Councillor Ken Redpath

· Thanked the electors for their support

· Asked that staff and Council keep in mind that we are the custodians of the public’s trust & we must ensure that we get the best value 

· We must not forget that we are in the customer service business – we are civil servants
· Excited to get to work with the new Council

Acceptance of the Reeve’s Inaugural Address


Res. #10-385
Larry Clarke – Jean Neville



Be it resolved that Council accepts the Reeve’s Inaugural Address.


Carried

Chairs of Portfolio’s


Res. #10-386



Be it resolved that Council establishes the 2011 Chairs of each portfolio for the Committee of the Whole/General Committee as follows:
	Reeve Barb Reid
	Ex-officio – all committees

Dr. Recruitment

	Deputy Reeve

Cheryl Murdoch
	Protection to Persons & Property

Planning & Development

	Councillor at Large

Larry Clarke
	Personnel

Economic Development

	Councillor Lisa Schell
	Environment & Property Operations

	Councillor Brigitte Gall
	Youth
Culture

Community Engagement

	Councillor Ken Redpath
	Finance
Roads

	Councillor Jean Neville
	Parks & Recreation



Carried

Public Reception


The Master of Ceremonies invited those in attendance to stay for the reception following the adjournment.

God Save the Queen


Those present joined in the singing of God Save the Queen.

Adjournment


Res. #10-387
Cheryl Murdoch – Brigitte Gall

Be it resolved that the Inaugural meeting of December 6th, 2010 be adjourned.


Carried

_________________________________________

Reeve

________________________________________

Clerk
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