THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, June 10th, 2010

Commencement:  1:00 p.m.

Adjournment:  1:28 p.m.
Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Regrets:

Councillor Bill Obee

Staff:


CAO Gerry Morrison




Clerk Cheryl McCarroll




Road Superintendent Kevin Hill

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  He advised that the purpose of today’s special meeting was to discuss the proposed crosswalk for Bobcaygeon Road.  He noted there were mixed communications that needed to be clarified and further stated that this project was being tendered with the Bobcaygeon Road sidewalks (Stimulus Fund) as soon as possible.
Res. 10-174
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the agenda for the Special Council Meeting of June 10th, 2010.

Carried

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST


None declared.

STAFF REPORTS

a)
Report from Road Superintendent re:  Tender proposed for Bobcaygeon Road crosswalk at Archie Stouffer School


The Road Superintendent advised of the following:

· Information was provided to Council at the pre-budget deliberations

· Consultants did not recommend a crosswalk for Bobcaygeon Road as a result of their study (warrants)

· Provided Council with options for a proposed crosswalk for their consideration

· $50,000 was allocated in the 2010 Budget for the crosswalk

· Recommends that the crosswalk be located on Bobcaygeon Road – mid block, at the Minden Lion’s Hall

· Project to be tendered with the Bobcaygeon Road sidewalks project

The Reeve stated that the $50,000 was approved but did not recall any discussion with respect to the crosswalk’s location.

Further discussion included:

· Issue has been on-going for four years

· Parent Council at Archie Stouffer School requested consideration of the crosswalk being located at the Bobcaygeon Road and Parkside Drive intersection – to date their position has not changed (not the top of the hill, not the bottom of the hill, not at the fairgrounds)
· Volume of pedestrian traffic to and from the School, Community Centre, Cultural Centre etc. noted

· $50,000 was approved during budget deliberations (as part of the 2009 surplus) to meet the community’s needs

· Payment of the crosswalk is the municipality’s responsibility – it is not up to the School Board to fund

· Expressed frustration that this matter was being debated again

· After four years this needs to be brought to a conclusion

· Concern expressed re:  Minden Lions Hall location – users of the crosswalk (children and their parents) are the drivers of the project.  
The Road Superintendent expressed his concerns regarding the location of the crosswalk at the intersection of Bobcaygeon and Parkside Drive due to the hill.  He raised concerns re:  the safety of the children and liability issues if a child hit the button and ran across the road and further noted that there were no warrants for the crosswalk.  Members of Council provided examples of signals being placed on hills.  Council members noted that it was Council’s obligation to respond to the needs of the people and a state of the art crosswalk would be like life insurance – you hope you don’t need it - but you have it 

· Township lowered the speed limit to 40 km and member understood the Road Superintendent’s concern relative to the rise in the road.  They further noted that if the crosswalk was located at the Lions Club Hall the children would not use it.  The intersection of Bobcaygeon Road and Parkside is the proper location and reiterated that the Township is responsible for this project – not the School Board
· Staff may have to adjust their winter road maintenance schedule to ensure the safety of the crosswalk (it is a school route and should be a top priority)

· Onus is on the school staff and parents to instruct the children on safe and proper use of the crosswalk

· Discussed systems in neighbouring municipalities

· Would like to see a “patrol” system implemented (Gr. 8 students) – would rather see a patroller stop traffic rather than lights as many driver’s ignore lights
· Overhead lights do not work – we need to implement IPS technology – light is green unless signal button pushed

· The Road Superintendent confirmed the IPS system would be utilized

Res. #10-175
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell


Be it resolved that the crosswalk on Bobcaygeon Road be tendered with the Bobcaygeon Road Sidewalk Project as soon as possible; and further, that the crosswalk be located at the intersection of Bobcaygeon Road and Parkside Drive implementing an IPS system; and further, that the crosswalk have yellow marks across the road and “crosswalk” will be written with the yellow lines in both directions.

Carried

A recorded vote was requested that resulted as follows:

Yea:
Murdoch, Oyler, Ratcliff, Reid, Schell, McMahon

Nay: 
Nil  

Res. #10-176
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell

Be it resolved that all members of the Council of the Township of Minden Hills agree to waive the $100.00 honorarium for attendance at today’s Special Council Meeting.


Carried

CLOSED SESSION 

Res. #10-177
Lisa Schell – Peter Oyler
Pursuant to Section 239 of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25 be it resolved that the next part of the meeting be closed to the public.  The subject matter being considered is litigation or potential litigation including matters before administrative tribunals, affecting the municipality.


Carried

Res. #10-178
Cheryl Murdoch – Rick Ratcliff


Be it resolved that Closed Session adjourn and Open Session resume.


Carried

Res. #10-179
Barbara Reid – Cheryl Murdoch


Be it resolved that direction(s) given in Closed Session be approved.

Carried
CONFIRMATORY BY-LAW


Res. #10-180
Rick Ratcliff – Barbara Reid

Be it resolved that the following by-law be read a first, second and third time, passed and signed and the Corporate Seal attached thereto:


By-law 10-52, being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of Council at its Special Meeting held June 10th, 2010.


Carried

ADJOURNMENT


Res. #10-181

Be it resolved that the Special Council Meeting of June 10th, 2010 be adjourned.


Carried


___________________________




Head of Council

___________________________

Clerk
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