THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

PUBLIC MEETING – FEES & CHARGES
Thursday, February 28th, 2008

Commencement:  9:00 a.m.

Adjournment:  9:10 a.m.

Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Staff:


CAO Gerry Morrison




Clerk Cheryl McCarroll




Planning Administrator Elinor Kernohan




Chief Building Official Ken Jones




Director of Community Services Rick Cox

Call to Order

Reeve McMahon advised that the Public Meeting was being held pursuant to Section 391 of the Municipal Act.  He declared the meeting open and noted that the purpose of the meeting was to give the public an opportunity to make representation with respect to amendments to the Fees & Charges By-law, fees charged for municipal programs, services and facilities.


Reeve McMahon advised that the Comprehensive Fees and Charges related to:

· Building/Planning

· Administration

· Fire Services

· Cultural Centre Programs & Facilities

· Roads 

· Cemetery

· Parks & Recreation Programs and Facilities

· Environment & Property Operations which includes water, sewer and landfill rates

The Reeve advised that notice of the meeting was placed in the February 20th and 27th editions of the Minden Times, posted on the Township’s website and in municipal buildings on February 15th, 2008.  He also advised that the proposed by-law has been available for public viewing in the Clerk’s Department.

Reeve McMahon advised that Council intends to consider the comprehensive by-law, following the Public Meeting and depending on public input and comments.

The Reeve opened the meeting to comments from the public.

Mr. Ross Warburton, Minden, reviewed a copy of the by-law and asked for the current rates and asked how he could comment when existing charges were not listed.   Mr. Warburton received a copy of all Department reports outlining the proposed changes.

When Mr. Warburton questioned water and sewer rates the Environment and Property Operations Manager explained the rationale for increasing the rates, noting:

· Increase in operational costs

· MOE requirement for full cost recovery
· Monies required to be in place for repairs/replacements

The Reeve asked if there was anyone else present who wished to comment on the proposed charges and fees.  Hearing no further questions or comments, the Reeve advised that Council intends to consider a by-law later in the Regular Council Meeting.

The Reeve declared the meeting adjourned.

__________________________________

Head of Council

_________________________________

Clerk
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