THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, July 31st, 2008

Commencement:  9:00 a.m.

Adjournment: 1:15 P.M.
Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor at Large Peter Oyler




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid




Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Staff:


CAO Gerry Morrison




Clerk Cheryl McCarroll




Treasurer Lorrie Blanchard




Planning Administrator Elinor Kernohan




CBO Ken Jones




Director of Community Services Rick Cox




Treasurer Lorrie Blanchard




Cultural Centre Director Daniela Pagliaro

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.


Res. #08-190
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the agenda for the Council Meeting of July 31, 2008 with the following additions:

1) Motion to authorize the release of the balance of the performance guarantee to 2015168 Ontario Inc.

2) Motion approving the placing of a plaque in remembrance of Jerald Cooper, Martin Bacon and Tony Penick 

3) Discussion re:  work space for Legal Aid

Carried

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & GENERAL NATURE THEREOF


None declared.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS


Public Meeting Minutes – June 26th, 2008 (Budget Propane)


Council Meeting – June 26th, 2008


Res. #08-191
Bill Obee – Peter Oyler

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills adopt the minutes of the following meetings:


Public Meeting Minutes – June 26th, 2008 (Budget Propane)


Council Meeting – June 26th, 2008


Carried
DELEGATIONS

a) Warden Eleanor Harrison & County CAO Jim Wilson

Warden Harrison discussed the importance of good communication between the County and the lower tier municipalities and spoke of the following:
· Congratulated Minden Hills Council of their vision of a Cultural Centre (new library addition, RD Lawrence Place, Museum)

· Service delivery review – anticipating 

· County will continue their efforts to access programs and services offered to northern communities

· County accomplishments:  911, EMS (new addition to Haliburton base), defibrillators, in the process of an organizational review, Warden’s Breakfast

· Impact of weather and gas prices on tourism throughout Haliburton County

· Information Centre statistics (down from 2007)

· Waste Management Task Force

· Canada-Ontario Infrastructure Agreement 

· Monies received for infrastructure improvements

· County Roads:  system, capital budget, projects

· 2010 - G8 Summit to be held in Muskoka  - opportunities to showcase this area to visiting delegates and international media

· Municipal Day – Friday, October 3rd, 2008 at the Lloyd Watson Centre in Wilberforce.  CAO provided a draft list of agenda items proposed for the day.

Council raised the following matters:

· opportunity for bulk purchasing

· widening of roads under construction beneficial to bicyclists

· County to provide figures re:  Minden Hills share of roads budget 

b) Haliburton Highlands Land Trust re:  Community Awareness

Sheila Ziman and Neil Campbell provided a powerpoint presentation on HHLT, an incorporated, registered charitable organization dedicated to conserving the plants, wildlife and clean water of Haliburton County to ensure a legacy of forests fields, wetlands and the species they nature.
The presentation included:

· Location, landscape, flora, fauna

· Verifying species at risk (may affect land use decisions)

· Healthy natural spaces = healthy people and communities

· Helps heal damage of urbanization

· Eco-tourism, forestry, retirement living

· Challenges – a balance between development and conservation

· Surrounded by 35 Land Trusts

· Detailed the purpose, mission and objectives of the Land Trust

· Provided particulars re:  lands of interest (ecological significance for conservation purposes)
· Explained Eco Gifts Program

· Norah’s Island on Kennisis Lake is prime example

· Future activities of the Land Trust

The representatives were asked what strategies the Land Trust were using to get known and Ms. Ziman replied that media coverage, presentations to County and lower tier municipalities and holding events throughout the County were bringing awareness to residents.  It was suggested that the Land Trust network with Cottage Associations.

c) Carlton Hiscock re:  Noise from Sewage Treatment Plant

Mr. Hiscock stated that nothing has happened since he brought the problem to Council’s attention re:  noise and vibration caused by the operation of the sewage treatment plant.  He stated that a review of the water and wastewater plants was to happen, but has heard nothing.  Mr. Hiscock stated that he contacted the consultant doing the review and stated Wills had never been given the order to do the job.  Mr. Hiscock advised that he had laid a formal complaint with the MOE and the Reeve advised the matter is now before the MOE and the Township will have to do whatever the MOE instructs.  It was noted that Mr. Hiscock is the only resident complaining of the noise and vibration and Mr. Hiscock stated that this matter should have been dealt with last year.  Mr. Hiscock was assured that the matter will be acted upon.




Action:  Env. & Property Operations Mgr.
d)
Minden Agricultural Society re:  Insurance


Ron Tucker discussed the major increase in the cost of liability insurance required for the midway for the Fair.  He noted that $5 million liability coverage is required and the company putting on the midway carries only $2.5 million coverage and requested that the Township cover the increased cost.  

Further discussion included:

· Fair is two weeks from now

· Concern expressed regarding decreasing liability to $2.5 million, especially in light of Demotion Derby

· If there is no midway, the Fair will shut down

· Risk to the municipality in decreasing liability

· $5 million liability is now the norm

· CAO to investigate Township covering fee for insurance for the Fair  to ensure proper coverage

Action:  CAO
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


Lorrie Blanchard was introduced as the new Treasurer for the Township and welcomed to the staff.  

Res. #08-192
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves accounts in the amount of $241,080.20 for payment.
Carried




Action:  Treasurer
RESOLUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR APPROVAL
a) Motion authorizing the release of the balance of the performance guarantee to 2015168 Ontario Inc. (OPP)
Res. #08-193
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills adopts the following motion:

Whereas 2015168 Ontario Inc. has deposited $16,250 as a performance guarantee with site plan file 04/2005 as it applied to property in Part of Lot 4, Concession A, Township of Minden; and

Whereas 2015168 Ontario Inc. has completed the works as part of the site plan process; and

Whereas the municipality has inspected said works and is satisfied that the work is properly completed; and

Whereas the fee for water and sewer application is $600.00 and shall be withheld from the deposit as required for connection fee purposes;

Now therefore be it resolved that Council authorizes the release of the balance of the performance guarantee to 2015168 Ontario Inc. in the amount of $15,650 as per Site Plan Agreement 04/2005.

Carried





Action:  Planning Administrator
b) Request to install plaque in Village Green in remembrance of Jerald Cooper, Martin Bacon and Tony Penick

Considerable discussion took place concerning the appropriate place for the plaque which included:

· Request will open the flood gates for other requests

· Suggested that other amenities (benches, trees, etc.) be utilized on Riverwalk or Horticulture Gardens

· Plaque is marble and professionally made

· Village Green is place to recognize Veterans 

· Director of Community Services to work with Mr. Coltman in finding an appropriate amenity or place on the Riverwalk

Res. #08-194
Lisa Schell – Rick Ratcliff
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves a plaque in remembrance of Jerald Cooper, Martin Bacon and Tony Penick be permitted to be placed in the Riverwalk location.
Carried





Action:  Director of Community Services

Council recessed at 10:10 a.m. and reconvened at 10:21 a.m.

CORRESPONDENCE & COMMUNICATIONS

a)
Requiring Action
i)
Request from Rotary Club of Minden to waive Tent Permit Fees 
(amend Schedule to Policy 40)

Res. #08-195
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills supports the waiving of the tent fees for the Rotary Club’s Summer Carnival and Art in the Village; and further that Policy 40 be amended accordingly.

Carried





Action:  Clerk
ii)
Dimestore Fisherman re:  Request for financial assistance to cover the costs ($9,900 + GST to Conquest Outback Productions Inc. to cover costs associated with the production of a television fishing episode in Minden Hills for potential broadcast


Considerable discussion took place with respect to the proposal by Dimestore Fisherman which included:
· Reeve & CAO held a conference call, following receipt of an e-mail

· Propose to film the end of September to capture the colours of the fall

· Besides a fishing program, broadcast will focus on destination activities, history of the Township and recreational and cultural events 

· Wonderful opportunity to promote Minden Hills via a number of satellite stations

· CAO advised that he had contacted the Town of Marathon (have not returned calls) and Township of Schreiber (filming finished in late June and they have not as yet received video)

· CAO advised Schriber’s expenses totaled $14,000 but received a grant from Industry Canada and suggested funding may be available from Tourism Ontario and/or HCDC

· It was suggested that County of Haliburton has annual operating budget and Township could request funds for the project.  CAO advised that production company is looking for a commitment from Minden Hills by August 8th and suggested that this proposal be entertained for 2009 and other revenues be sought
· Concern expressed re:  “potential for broadcast” did not guarantee broadcast of video and potential broadcast stations “minor”
· Great promotional tool

· Should check into broadcasters

· Proposal has not been before County Council and they will not meet until after the August 8th deadline

· Ratings information should have been made available & value of air time included

· Too much “pie in the sky”

· If Minden Hills turns the proposal down, Dysart will pick it up and it’s unfortunate for Minden Hills to lose this opportunity
· Proposal to be sent to the County 
Action:  CAO
b)
Advisory Committee Minutes
i)
Minden Hills Cultural Centre Advisory Committee – Minutes of June 13th, 2008 and July 11th, 2008 Meetings


Staff was congratulated on the reports enclosed and It was noted that they were the best set of reports to come from the Cultural Centre.   The minutes were received for information and it was suggested that they be placed on the Township’s website.

Two items were requested to be included in Closed Session, dealing with personal matters about an identifiable individual.
c) Information

i)
CPAC Report – Mar. 29, 2008 – June 30, 2008


The report was received for information.

ii) Riverwalk re:  Status Report

The report was received for information.

d) Staff Reports

i) Building Report – June 2008

The increase in value was questioned and the CBO is to investigate further. 
ii) By-law Report – June 2008

The number of building without permit infractions was noted and the CBO stated that staff is being encouraged to address non-compliance matters.
iii) Road Report – June 2008

It was noted that weather conditions are playing havoc with gravel roads (erosion etc.) and other operations (brushing, ditching).  A Road Study for 2009 and accelerated program were discussed.  The report was received for information.
iv) Fire Call Summary – June 2008

The Chair clarified an issue raised at the June Council Meeting concerning  the May Summary (medical call not fire call).  He further noted that the June call with 11 assisting was at the request of the OPP.   Chair advised that Fire Chief will talk to crews regarding attendance at medical calls.   Chair to clarify with the Fire Chief, 1 member attending an extrication for one hour.   The report was received for information.

v) Report from Tax Collector re:  Applications for tax adjustments

Res. #08-196
Peter Oyler – Bill Obee
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills approves the following applications for tax adjustments pursuant to Section 357 & 358 of the Municipal Act:

	Roll No.
	Assessment Reduction
	Effective Date
	No. of Days
	Total

	
	
	
	
	

	52-045
	95,000
	May 5/08
	266
	$  546.29

	52-653
	55,000
	Apr 23/08
	252
	$  299.63

	41-52420
	29,100
	Jan 1/08
	366
	$  230.25

	32-612
	59,000
	Jan 1/08
	366
	$  466.83

	32-451
	38,000
	Jan 1/08
	366
	$  300.67

	10-467
	72,000
	Jan 1/07
	365
	$1211.14

	
	72,000
	Jan 1/08
	366
	$1225.64


Carried




Action:  Tax Collector
vi) Report from Director of Community Services re:  Active Transportation Plan for Minden

The Director of Community Services and Sue Shikaze of the HKPR Health Unit, presented the Active Transportation Plan for Minden and discussion included:

· Communities In Action Committee

· Funded through grants from the Province & HCDC

· Plan for Haliburton done last year and a larger exercise for Minden this year

· Various opportunities for input from community

· Map is currently at the printers and sign kiosk to be installed over the next few weeks

· Suggested changes circulated for:  Bobcaygeon Road at the Cultural Centre, Bobcaygeon Road at Water Street and Bobcaygeon Road at Newcastle Street (hot spots)

· Council pleased that this is a “doable” project

· Public are encouraged to park and walk

· Departments need to work together to come up with a proposed course of action – September Council if possible

Res. #08-197
Bill Obee – Peter Oyler

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills receive the Active Transportation Plan for Minden, with thanks to the CIA Committee and their funders;

And further that the Plan be made available for download from the Township’s website; 

And further that the Plan be referred to the Department Heads for review, with a report on implementation options and timelines to be brought back to September Council, if possible.
Carried



Action:  Director of Community Services
vii)
Report from Director of Community Services re:  Goose (& Snow) Removal Management for Riverwalk

Director of Community Services reported:
· Best practices - be consistent

· August delegation to provide alternative (dog training)

· Other options noted:  nest disturbance, birds of prey, relocation of geese

· Power sweeper needed to clean Riverwalk

· Pet waste receptacles – encourage dog walking along Riverwalk to deter geese

· Concern expressed re:  Winter maintenance, or will Riverwalk be closed during the winter (will have to discuss with DFO and MOE re:  materials that could go into the river)

· Maintaining Riverwalk throughout the winter could be very costly, especially considering snow loads

· Look at low fencing as barrier for geese and safety (risk management)

·  Inflatable lobsters used at “Lobster Fest” at Pinestone and have scared away geese – it was suggested to test this at Rotary Beach

Res. #08-198
Peter Oyler – Bill Obee
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills receive the report from the Director of Community Services concerning Goose (& Snow) Management for Riverwalk with the following recommendations:

1) A Fire Department training exercise be scheduled to spray off the pathway

2) A powered brush be rented to clean the existing pathway and the grass areas along the river bank (where possible) and at Rotary Park, to be repeated as necessary

3) Incorporate plantings into the Riverwalk landscaping plan that will discourage geese, but also be aesthetically suited to the park setting

4) Encourage people to walk their dogs along the pathway by placing several “poop ‘n scoop” stations along both sides of the river

5) Secure quotes and include funding in the 2009 Budget for a comprehensive goose management program that includes dog and birds of prey disturbances, nest removal, egg destruction and bird relocation
6) Reconfigure parks staffing for 2009 to include an allocation for consideration for dedicated daily downtown and riverbank presence (two additional summer students) $8000 less any employment grants received

7) Invest in a multi-purpose articulated tractor (e.g. Ventrac) to properly maintain the Riverwalk year-round, as well as enhance the capacity for sidewalk snow removal

Carried





Action:  Director of Community Services
viii)
Report from Director of Community Services re:  Minden Hills Directory Update
Res. #08-199
Peter Oyler – Lisa Schell
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills supports the specific allocation in the 2009 Budget of $3,000 to produce a Municipal Guide for production in February so County staff can distribute it at the travel trade shows they attend in the spring, as well as effectively promote the Sesquicentennial celebrations.

Carried




Action:  Director of Community Services
ix) Planning Report – June 2008

The report was received for information.
x)
Report from Planning Administrator re:  Consultation Process for Wireless Telecommunication Facilities

Res. #08-200
Lisa Schell – Peter Oyler
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills adopt the process set out in a letter from Thomson Rogers dated June 9, 2008 in order to facilitate consultation with respect to federally regulated structures.

Carried

xi)
Application for Consent H051/2008 Part of Lot 4, Concession A, (McALLISTER)

Res. #08-201
Cheryl Murdoch – Rick Ratcliff
Be it resolved that Consent Application No. H-051/2008, Part of Lot 4, Concession A, in the geographic Township of Anson, by Gordon and Suzanne McAllister be approved subject to the following conditions:

1) payment of $250.00 administration fee

2) subject to approval of the survey by the Planning Administrator of the Township of Minden Hills prior to its registration

3) subject to connection to public water and sewer systems as approved and to the satisfaction of the Environmental and Property Operations Manager for the Township of Minden Hills

4) subject to entrance approval being obtained from the Township’s Road Superintendent

5) all outstanding realty taxes to be paid in full

6) the severed and retained lots must meet the minimum lot standards in accordance with the zoning for Minden Hills in the Residential Type 1 (R1) zone

Carried

xii) Committee of Adjustment re:  Draft minutes of June 30th, 2008 Meeting
The minutes were received for information.
xiii)
Report from Planning Administrator re:  SRA-08-05 (MANSFIELD) fronting Part Lot 31, Concession 4, geographic Township of Snowdon, Salerno Lake


Res. #08-202
Rick Ratcliff – Cheryl Murdoch

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills directs Planning Staff to proceed with the processing of application SRA-08-05 (MANSFIELD) in accordance with established procedure under approved Policy No. 19 as amended.

Carried
xiv) Report from Cultural Centre Director re:  Road Closure – August 20th – 23rd, 2008 

Res. #08-203
Rick Ratcliff – Barbara Reid
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills agrees to close Parkside Street, from the first residential/apartment driveway to the side street at Stanworth Terrace, August 20 – 23, 2008 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and August 24, 2008 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

And further that the Conjurors and Cultural Centre staff provide notice to the affected residents;

And further that Policy 40 be amended accordingly.

Carried



Action:  Cultural Centre Director

xv) Discussion re:  Work Space for Legal Aid
A memo circulated to Council on July 4th, noting that the courts would like Legal Aid’s space back.  Discussion ensued which included:
· Is there space at the County Building for Legal Aid?
· Legal Aid is connected with the Court Office and Township would hate to lose either or both

· Every effort must be made to find a location for Legal Aid

· Is Times Building available?

· Is the Township obliged to find space?  (no but is benefit to municipality)

· Legal Aid pays rent

· It was suggested that perhaps Pritchard House could be utilized (close off second story (open concept) and elevator would not be required)
· Perhaps Council should “bite the bullet” and Pritchard House be retrofitted and income earning group be allowed to utilize 

· If Council decides to keep Pritchard House, Township should do the renovations and do it right and have a paying renter

Action:  Env. & Property Operations Mgr.
CLOSED SESSION


Res. #08-204
Cheryl Murdoch – Rick Ratcliff

Pursuant to Section 239 of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, be it resolved that the next part of the meeting be closed to the public.  The subject matter being considered is a proposed or pending acquisition or 
disposition of land by the municipality or local board, and personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees.


Carried

Res. #08-205
Barbara Reid – Rick Ratcliff

Be it resolved that the Closed Session of the Council Meeting adjourn and Open Session resume.


Carried


Res. #08-206
Barbara Reid – Cheryl Murdoch

Be it resolved that direction(s) given in Closed Session be approved.


Carried

BY-LAWS

a)
08-42
Records Retention By-law

b)
08-60
Establish due dates and rates for Commercial, Industrial and Multi-residential classes

c)
08-61  Zoning By-law Amendment – removal of the Holding Zone for Part of Lot 3, Concession A, geographic Township of Anson (Highland Park (Minden) Ltd.)


Res. #08-207
Cheryl Murdoch – Barbara Reid

Be it resolved that the following by-laws be given first, second and third readings, passed and signed and the Corporate Seal attached thereto:


By-laws 08-42, 08-60 and 08-61


Carried

CONFIRMATORY BY-LAW


Res. #08-208
Rick Ratcliff – Cheryl Murdoch

Be it resolved that the following by-law be given first, second and third readings, passed and signed and the Corporate Seal attached thereto:


By-law 08-62, being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the Council at its meeting held on July 31st, 2008.


Carried

ADJOURNMENT


Res. #08-209
Rick Ratcliff – Barbara Reid

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Minden Hills adjourns the Council Meeting of July 31st, 2008.


Carried

____________________________

Head of Council

___________________________

Clerk
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