
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN HILLS

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, June 25th, 2009 

Zoning Amendment RZ-09-01 – Part of Lot 10, Concession 9

Geographic Township of Minden
Commencement:  9:03 a.m.

Adjournment:  9:16 a.m.

Present:

Reeve Jim McMahon




Deputy Reeve Cheryl Murdoch




Councillor Bill Obee




Councillor Lisa Schell




Councillor Barbara Reid

Councillor Rick Ratcliff

Regrets:

Councillor Peter Oyler

Staff:


CAO Gerry Morrison




Clerk Cheryl McCarroll

CALL TO ORDER


Reeve McMahon welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING


Reeve McMahon advised that this was a Public Meeting held by Council under Sections 34 and 39 of the Planning Act.  He declared the Public Meeting open and advised the purpose of the meeting was to consider a By-law Amendment for the rezoning of Part Lot 10, Concession 9, in the geographic Township of Minden by Raymond Oster, Agent for Karen Oster.

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSAL

The Planning Administrator advised that the proposed zoning amendment was intended to rezone the subject lands located at 1032 Parallel Falls Lane, Lot 10, Concession 9, geographic Township of Minden from “Shoreline Residential, SR Zone”, to “Shoreline Residential Exception 24 (SR-24). 

The Planning Administrator advised that the purpose of the amendment was to permit a craft and hobby shop in an existing building on the subject lands and to recognize a building which exceeds the maximum height requirements and provides less than the minimum side yard requirements of the Shoreline Residential (SR) Zone.  The zoning amendment also introduces a definition for a craft and hobby shop to the Township of Minden Hills Zoning By-law, however, the offering or sale of goods is not permitted.

COMMENTS


Reeve McMahon asked if the applicant wished to make any comments.


Mr. Oster stated that he wished to have the building recognized as being legal.  He noted that he had made some mistakes in the process.  He noted that a basement for the building was not possible due to the presence of rock and a story was added to the top, resulting in a two story building and stated that it was a mistake not going to the Building Department with this information.  He stated that his building is pretty and has blessed the neigbhourhood.  He stated that the building is for his wife to do her pottery craft.


Reeve McMahon asked if anyone wished to speak to the proposal.


Reeve McMahon asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the proposal, and if so to identify themselves for the record.


Reeve McMahon asked the Planning Administrator if any written comments had been received and she advised of two letters received from Kevin Cooke and Elizabeth Skuce, objecting to the proposed rezoning.   The Planning Administrator advised that the applicants were not aware of the letters and proceeded to read the letters.

Reeve McMahon asked if member of Council had any questions regarding the proposal.


Members of Council asked that this matter be referred back to staff for more information and an opinion from the Chief Building Official before proceeding.  Comments were made concerning:
· Is the building habitable

· Is this an auxiliary building

· Side yard setbacks – minor variance permitted (but exceeded)

The applicant stated that he wished to clarify that there would be no additional traffic as the hobby shop would not be selling any crafts it was simply for doing hobbies.  He admitted that the building was too high as a basement was not possible.  The applicant further stated that there is no kitchen in the building but there is a bathroom that has been approved by the local Health Unit.  He noted that the neighbour’s objections were just “sour grapes” and were excited about very little and reiterated that the hobby shop was a pretty building.  He further stated that the building is not 2 ½ stories but noted there is a loft for storage.


The Reeve advised that if the public wished further information, they were to come forward and sign the information sheet on the table with name, address and phone number.


Reeve McMahon advised if there were no further questions, this completed the Public Meeting process.  He noted that this item would be referred to the by-law portion of the June 25th, 2009 Council Meeting and would be discussed and considered along with all written and verbal submissions.
ADJOURNMENT


Reeve McMahon declared this portion of the Public Meeting closed.

_______________________________

Head of Council

______________________________

Clerk
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